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This small contribution will help you to understand the validity of asking 
du'a for the dead from verses of the Qur'an and Hadith of our Nabi (s.a.w). It must 
be noted that in order to avoid loads of literature, I have limited the number of 
Verses and Hadith. 

Verse No. 1 

Allah says in the Qur'an (59: 10): 

"Our Lord Forgive us and our brothers who were before us in the faith ..." 
Points to be noted: 

1. In this verse we are asking Allah to forgive us for our sins. 

2. However we are asking for our brothers who preceded us in faith, that is 

who accepted Islam before us. The word used here is Ujaljuj which is from 

the root verb meaning to precede, to leave behind, to come before. 

3. This means that we are asking du'a for ourselves and for those who have 
accepted Islam before us. 

4. Among those who accepted Islam among us are those who came on earth 
before us and who had already passed away. 

• 

5. When it is said in that verse 'those who were before us in faith' ( (jJ-^' 

^UjjVIj Ujaiuj ) did past prophets and past nations, the prophet and his 

Ashab, the Tabi'in and the Taba'ut Tabi'in not considered as 'those who 
were before us in the faith'? 

6. Does that not mean we are asking du'a of forgiveness for the past people 
who already passed away? 

7. What does 'Our Lord forgive us' (l^ ) mean? This means all 
Muslims male and female still alive on earth. 
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8. What does 'And our brothers who were before us in faith' ( (JJ^i Ujiji^Vj 

(JCAii\i UjiLuj ) mean? This means all Muslims male and female who 

came and passed away accepting Iman (deen) before the present nation. 

9. As such the verse that verse implies that we are asking du'a for all Muslims 
dead and alive. 

\erse No. 2 

Allah says in the Our' an (17: 24): 

"And say: My Lord! Have mercy on them both as they did care for me when I was 
little" 

1. The word cJ^ used in the verse denotes an order from Allah to our Nabi 

(s.a.w) to mankind to 'say', to utter, to recite, to tell, to voice out. This 
means that what follows is a direct order from Allah to be put into practice. 

2. Did Allah mention when to read it? NO 

3. Can we thus read it at any time we want? 

4. What is the order? The order is to ask Allah to have mercy on both of them. 

(to^Ja^l c-jj ). When we ask Allah to show and shower His Rahmah upon 

someone is this a du'a? Yes it is. 

5. To whom this du'a is addressed? It is to our parents, mothers and fathers 

(UaA ).Thus in this verse we are asking du'a for our parents. 

6. Why are we asking du'a? Allah gives the reason in 'as they did care for me 

when I was little' i^s^J )• The fact is that they were at our 

service when we were children and little. They took care of us. They cater 
for our needs through different needs and one of the ways to thank them is to 
pray for them through du'a (invocation). 
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7. The idea behind asking du'a for them is to show our gratitude for what they 
did for us when we were Httle. 

8. Now, what about when it comes to their death and after their death? Do we 
stop asking du'a for them? Do we stop reading this verse from the Qur'an? 

9. Is there any indication in the verse that this du'a is applied only when they 
are alive? NO 

10. As such after their death we can continue asking du'a for them. 
Verse No. 3 

Allah says in the Qur'an (14: 41): 



"Our Lord! Forgive me and my parents and the believers on the day when the 
account is cast" 



Points to be noted: 

1. In this verse we are addressing to Allah a du'a 

2. This is a du'a of forgiveness as the word ( ' ) is being used here. 

3. This forgiveness is spread for three different parties namely: 

(i) For myself 

(ii) For my parents (mother and father) and 

(iii) For the believers 

4. Is there any restriction to when to ask this du'a? No 

5. Is there any mention whether it is specified only when our parents and the 
believers are alive? No. 

0 

6. When ^jjl^j^ (for the believers) are mentioned this refers to all believers, 
dead and alive. 

7. There is no specific place indicating that the believers must be alive. There 
is no condition being specified here. 

8. If we say that the believers must be alive then does that mean that once a 
believer dies he / she is no more a believer? 

9. If someone is a believer, he is as such during his life on earth and also after 
his death. 
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Conclusive Points to be noted from the 3 verses above mentioned: 

1. In the 3 above mentioned verses we are asking du'a for: 

(i) those Muslims who came before us 

(ii) our MusHm parents and 

(iii) for the behevers. 

2. Are these verses from the Qur'an? Yes 

3. Did Allah say when to ask these du'a? No 

4. Can it be recited at any time? Yes 

5. Now there are those who say that after the death of a person we can't ask 
du'a for him / her. The question is: What will you do when you come across 
these three above mentioned verses? 

6. If your parents passed away (are dead) will you continue to read the verse 
"My Lord! Have mercy on them both as they did care for me when I was 
little " or you will remove it from the Qur'an? 

7. If you remove it from the Qur'an or if you omit it or if you bypass it . . . you 
are a sinner. You are acting as the Jews and the Christians did . . . falsifying 
their books. 

8. But if you read it this means that you are asking du'a for your parents who 
are dead. Is this then not a du'a for the dead persons? Likewise for the 2 
other verses above where we are asking du'a for our brothers who preceded 
us in faith and the believers. 

9. This means that we can't remove any verse from the Qur'an 

10. This means that we can't omit any verse from the Qur'an 

1 1. This means that we can't bypass any verse of the Qur'an 

12. This means that we must read all of them 

13. This means that whether our parents or those who preceded us in faith or the 
believers passed away or not we can ask du'a for them. 

14. It is from the Qur'an as an order from Allah 

15. It has been mandatory on the prophet (s.a.w) to make us aware of it. 

16. Each time we read these verses from the Qur'an we are asking du'a for 

them, (we like it or we don't like it). There is logic in it for those who 

reflect. 
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Verse No. 4 

Allah says in the holy Our' an (9:84): 

"And never pray for one of them who died and nor stand by his grave. Lo! they 
disbeheved in Allah and His messenger and they died while they were evil-doers." 

Points to be notedf 

1. This verse has been revealed to those who did not believe in Allah and His 
messenger and who died as such. 

2. This verse is also for the Hypocrites. 

3. As such in this verse Allah ordered the prophet (s.a.w) 

(i) not to pray for the unbelievers and the Hypocrites when they died and 

(ii) not to stand at their graves (graves of unbelievers and hypocrites) 

4. However there is a condition for not asking du'a for them and not to go to 
their graves. The condition is that the dead people must be 

(i) disbelievers 

(ii) and hypocrites. 

5. If the dead is not a Muslim then we can't pray for him /her. 

6. But what about if the person is a Muslim? 

7. Can we then pray for a dead Muslim? 

8. Can we go to the grave of a dead Muslim to ask Allah du'a for him? 

9. For instance when Allah advices us not to take the unbelievers (jews and 
Christians) (Qur'an 5: 51) as friends ... who will we then take as friend? Of 
course the Muslims. Does that imply that we can take believers as friends? 
YES we take believers as friends. There is again a condition here. If the 
person is a non Muslim then don't take him / her as friend. But if he / she is 
a Muslim . . . then he is our friend. 
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10. Likewise when Allah ordered the prophet (s.a.w) not to pray for unbelievers 
this means automatically that if the dead person is a Muslim then we can 
pray for him. This is simple Qiyas (analogy) and Ijtihad (human reasoning) 
from the Holy Qur'an. 

11. Again when Allah ordered the prophet not to go to the graves of the 
hypocrites and the believers, this means that if the dead person is a Muslim 
then we can go at his / her grave. This is simple Qiyas (analogy) and Ijtihad 
(human reasoning) from the Holy Qur'an. 

12. Asking du'a at home or going at the grave of a dead Muslim to ask du'a for 
him / her are both allowed in Islam and they were the concepts of the 
prophet (s.a.w) alongside with his Ashab. 

Hadith No. 1 

Sahih Muslim » The Book o f Will 

AAx^ all C_jtl£ 



"When a man dies, his acts come to an end, except three, (except from) a recurring 
(ongoing) charity, or a knowledge benefitting him, or a pious (good) son who prays 
for him (for the deceased)." 



USC-MSA web (Enghsh) reference : Mushm Book 13, Hadith 4005 



Hazrat Abu Huraira (ra) reported Allah's Messenger (s.a.w) as saying: 






Arabic reference 



: Muslim Book 25, Hadith 4310 
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Other references: 

Swahih Muslim Book 35 Hadith 6485 

Sunan An Nasa'i Hadith 3651 

Sunan Ibn Majah Vol. 1, Book 1, Hadith 241 

Jami' al Tirmidhi Hadith 1376 

Sunan Abu Dawood Hadith 2880 

Al Adab ul Mufraad Hadith 38 

Riyaad Us Swalihin Book 7 Hadith 55 

Riyaad Us Swalihin Book 13, Hadith 8 



Points to be noted: 

1 . This is a Swahih Hadith 

2. Moreover, this hadith has been proven Swahih by Darussalam (a Wahabi 
organization) and by Albani (Gurus of Wahabi). 

3. If Imam Muslim has made a chapter on 'Book of Will / Bequest' ( 
Aaj^jW)^ this means that this is his 'Aqeedah and Madhhab. 

4. It is found in different hadith books as listed above (Please check for self 
satisfaction and knowledge). 

5. It is clearly indicated in this hadith that there are three things that will 
continue to benefit a dead person after his death. Every of his deeds will stop 

except three (^^ aIac aIc. ^Jakji). This means that a dead 

person is not deprived of the help of those in this world through three means. 

6. In this hadith what is important for us here is the part jcJIj ^^j^ 

meaning "a righteous son who prays for him". This means that if a righteous 
(good and useful) son prays for his father no doubt the father will benefit it 
in his grave. 

7. Another important point is that it is said "a righteous son who prays for 
him". Some people may say that the son must be righteous. However, the 

word (^ll^) comes from the word {^^^) meaning to be good, to be right, 
to be pious, to be useful, to be serviceable, to be practicable, to be righteous. 
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As such a (^ll^ ^j) is a good boy, a useful boy, a serviceable boy, a 
righteous boy. 

8. Now why was that term (^ll^) used for the boy? This is an indication that 

Allah and His messenger (s.a.w) wanted us to know that a good boy is a 
useful and serviceable boy for his father though after his death. This is the 
condition: 

(i) The boy is useful when he prays for his father 

(ii) The boy is useful and good when he ask forgiveness for his father 

(iii) The boy is useful, good and pious when he ask du'a for his father 

9. Now does apply only for a boy or a son? Can it mean a girl or 

daughter? Can a girl or daughter pray for her father? YES. The word 

does not only mean 'boy or son' as male gender but it also means 'child', 
'offspring', 'descendant', 'young one', 'progeny', 'children' (both singular 
and plural as in (Qur'an 18: 39), 'baby', 'kid', 'infant' etc ... 

10. As such it was used as a general term to mean 'a child' of a deceased person. 
1 l.Now, how can he be helpful after the death of his father? The prophet (s.a.w) 

says 'who prays for him' (AJ jc^). This means that a good boy is someone 

who is at the service (doing Khitmat) of his parents during their days on 
earth and in their graves asking du'a for them. 

12. Another important point is that it is said "a righteous son who prays for 
him". In this there is no mention of what he must pray for. Meaning that the 
door is left open for the son to ask Allah for anything he desires such as 
forgiveness, paradise, success in qabr and in Aakhirah etc ... for his father. 

13. Another important fact is that ^i;^ A.3Aju^ "a continuous charity" will 

benefit the man in his grave. This means that any good deed or facility given 
to people like the construction of a Masjid, Madrasah, distribution of Qur'an 
to people or any kind of service that people are still benefiting from after his 
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death, will be of great benefit for him in his grave. As long as people are 
making use of it the man will be favoured in his grave. 

0 

14. Another important fact is that ^ "a knowledge" spread and imparted by 

the person during his lifetime will benefit him after his death. For example 
our teachers will benefit in their graves as long as we put their precious 
teachings into practice. This is a beneficial knowledge. Each time we read 
the Qur'an, all those who helped us in having such knowledge will be 
benefited and blessed by Allah. 

15. As can be seen after the death of a man he is favoured in his grave through 
three means: 

(i) A recurring / An ongoing / continuous charity 

(ii) A beneficial education / knowledge 

(iii) A good child praying for him 

(iv) There is no excuse to say that praying for a dead person is haraam or 
bid 'ah in Islam. 



Do we have to visit graveyards? 



Hadith No. 2 

Sunan AM Dawud » Funerals » Hadith 
Chapter (81) : Visiting Graves 
Hazrat Buraidah (ra) narrated: 
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"The Messenger of Allah (s.a.w) as saying: I forbade you to visit graves, but you 
may now visit them, for in visiting them there is a reminder (of death)." 



Reference 


: Sunan Abi Dawud 3235 


In-book reference 


: Book21,Hadith 147 


English translation 


: Book 20, Hadith 3229 



Other References 

Swahih Muslim Book 11, Hadith 136 

Swahih Muslim Book 35, Hadith 50 

Al Muwatta Book 23, Hadith 8 

Sunan Abi Dawud Hadith 3698 

Jami' at-Tirmidhi Hadith 1054 

Sunan Ibn Majah Vol. 1, Book 6, Hadith 1571 

Riyaad Us Swalihin Book 1, Hadith 582 

Sunan An Nasa'i 5653 



Points to be noted: 

1 . This hadith is Swahih 

2. Moreover, this hadith has been graded as Swahih by Albani (one of the 
gurus of Wahabi). 

3. It is under the chapter O jjj^i lA 'visiting graves'. We the 
Ahlus Sunnah used to say that we are doing Ziyarah • This is the same 
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title of this chapter. Thus using that word Ziyarah is legally allowed in 

the jargon of Shari'ah that is Islamic terminology. 

4. If Imam Abu Dawood has made a chapter under the heading 'Visiting 

Graves' ( jjJ^^ ls^ 4-^^, this mean that his 'Aqeedah and Madhhab 

are for the visiting of graves and whatever is under the chapter is his 
'Aqeedah. 

5. In the hadith there is an underline understanding that the prophet forbade the 
Ashab to visit graves at the start of Islam. Why? What was the reason behind 
that prohibition? During the time of pre Islamic Arabia, the Arabs used to go 
to the graves and worshipped the dead people. They were the idol and grave 
worshippers. That was why he forbade the Muslims to go to the graveyard 
with their wives. 

6. However the prophet (s.a.w) later on gave his approval to make ziyarat of 
the graves. Why then did the decision change? There are among others 2 
reasons: 

(i) The visit of the graves will remind us of death (fi3^>^) and one day we 

will be in the same position and 

(ii) The prophet (s.a.w) was certain and for sure that his Ummah will 
never commit shirk, idol worshipping or grave worshipping. That was 
why he allowed the Muslims to go to the graveyard and visit the 
graves. 

7. This can be proved by the hadith: "By Allah I am not afraid that you will 
worship others besides Allah after me, but I am afraid that you will strive 

and struggle against each other over these treasures of the world" ( 

ijjuaaljU ^\ ^k^lic <^l^i (j^J 'L^*^ ij^^)J>ij (ji ^^^ic C—fllLi La AAIIj 

fea ) (Swahih al Bukhariy Vol. 8, Book 76, Hadith 590) 

8. There is an oath or a promise made by our Nabi (s.a.w) when he said (^|j) 
'by Allah'. 

9. It has already indicated that those who will be on the true path will not 
worship anyone besides Allah. There will be no polytheism. This is the 
words of the prophet (s.a.w). Why do still people accuse the Ahlus Sunnah 
as committing Shirk at graves? 
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10. This is our 'Aqeedah that we don't worship graves or anyone in any grave. 
This is a false accusation from the Wahabi concerning the 'Concepts of 
Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama 'ah'. 

11. The 'Concepts of Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama'ah' are not responsible for the 
deeds of any idiots in our religion. Anyone desiring to worship graves IS 
NOT part of Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama'ah. It is free from all these sins. 

Hadith No. 3 

Jamf at-Tirmidhi » The Book Funerals » Hadith 

Chapter (60): What Has Been Related About The Permission To Visit The Graves 
Hazrat Sulaiman bin Buraidah (ra) narrated from his father that: 



^Uullo (j^ idiyA AJaslc ^jC t^ljkLj Iju^ 4(_jAlili ^aju^lc- jjj IjU^ 

^^Uilij c^jU^i o^i jAj . ILU jjjili fijUj^ jjjj V JaI 
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The Messenger of Allah (s.a.w) said: "I had prohibited you from visiting the 
graves. But Muhammad was permitted to visit the grave of his mother: so visit 
them, for they will remind you of the Hereafter." 

References: 

Jami' at-Tirmidhi 1054 



Other re ferences: 

Muslim Book 1 1 Hadith 136, Book 35 Hadith 50 
Al Muwatta Book 23 Hadith 1038 

Sunan An Nasa'I Hadith 2032, 2033, 4429, 4430, 5651, 5652, 5653 
Sunan Abi Dawood Hadith 3235, 3698 
Riyaad us Swaliheen Book 1 Hadith 582 
Ibn Majah Book 6 Hadith 1638 
Jami' al Tirmidhi Book 10 Hadith 90 



Points to be notecl^ 

1 . It is a Swahih Hadith 

2. It is a hadith found in Tirmidhi Shareef under the heading "What Has Been 
Related About The Permission To Visit The Graves" ( AJ-^a^^i ^ ^.Ik Uj 

jj^i ^ ). 

3. If Imam Tirmidhi has made a chapter under the heading 'What Has Been 
Related About The Permission To Visit The Graves ( 1^ l>» 

jjj^i SjUj ^ Aju^a^^l), this mean that his 'Aqeedah and Madhhab are 

for the visiting of graves and whatever is under the chapter is his 'Aqeedah. 

4. It is also found in many other hadith books as listed above. 

5. In this hadith the prophet (s.a.w) said that he had prohibited the Ashab from 
visiting the graves. But why did the prophet change his decision? Here 2 
reasons are given: 
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(a) He was given the permission to visit the grave of his mother as stated in 

i i 

(b) In order for the Ashab to think of and remind of the Next Word - 
Aakhirah as stated in (a^^V \ t^ll ^Jjjj^ ) 

6. As from the start, it is a sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w) to visit the graves of a 
mother or a parent. He visited the grave of his mother. 

7. The prophet (s.a.w) ordered the Ashab to visit the graveyards by the words 
i^JJjj^ 'so visit them' 

8. What else do we learn from this hadith? It is also from the view of Abi 
Sa'eed, Ibn Mas'ud, Anas, Abi Huraira and Umm Salmah. ( lS^ 

^.aLj ^Ij V)j3A ^Ij ^jxjaLA lia^ ^1 ). Are we going 

to go against these narrators? Who dare do it? 

9. Is it a Swahih hadith? Yes. It is said that Abu Tsa said that the hadith of 
Buraidah (ra) is a Hadith Hasan and Swahih. ( a«^J>2 is""^ J^' 

" ^Xy > ^ (jjud^ )• Can we say that it is Dwa'if or false? NO 

10. What do people of knowledge of Hadith say about this hadith? It is also said 
in the hadith above itself that the "People / Men of Knowledge" didn't find 

any objection in visiting a grave ( V cJ^i (J^ixlij 

0 

HjU jjJ^i "^3^ UJJd )• If these people didn't find objection ... are we 
then going to find objection in it? 

ll.It is also said that this is also the view of Ibn Mubarak, Imam Shafi'I, Imam 

Ahmad and Ishaaq. (^jlkljij AaLIj ^^gAaLilij tiV;^^^ O^^ Jj^ J^J )• 

Can any of our supposed to be 'Ulama comes and denies what all these great 
Scholars of the Salaf (T' Three generations till approximately 300 Hijri (The 
Ashab, Tabi'in and Taba'ut Tabi'in)) ? 
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12. Who are more learned? The First generations with their decisions or any of 
our Nowadays 'Ulama? The answer is too obvious. 

13. In conclusion, it is the Sunnah of our Nabi (s.a.w) to visit graves as he did 
for his mother. We have been commanded and advised to visit graves. This 
will remind us of Aakhirah. 



Did the prophet so to Graveyard and ask du 'a for the 

dead people? 

Hadith No. 4 

Sunan an-Nasa'i » The Book of Funerals » Hadith 

Chapter (103): The Order To Seek Forgiveness For The Believers 

It was narrated that Hazrat 'Alqamah bin Abi 'Alqamah (ra), from his 
mother (ra), that she heard Hazrat 'Aishah (ra) say: 

iAJasic. ^\ ^ AJa^ic- ^JC- CtiilUi ^^^'^ Chilli ^jC- — AJ Ja^ij 

" : Jlla a] 4^ 
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"The Messenger of Allah got up one night and wore his clothes, then he went out. I 
told my slave girl Barirah to follow him, so she followed him until he came to Al- 
Baqi. Then he stood (near it) in the nearest part of it for as long as Allah willed that 
he should stand, then he left. Then Barirah came back before he did and told me, 
but I did not mention anything until morning came, then I mentioned that to him. 
He said: 'I was sent to the people of Al-Baqi' to pray for them.'" 



Reference 


Reference 


Sunan an-Nasa'i 2038 


Al Muwatta 


In-book reference : Book 21, Hadith 222 


USC-MSA web (English) reference : 


English translation : Vol. 3, Book 21, 


Book 16, Hadith 57 


Hadith 2040 


Arabic reference : Book 16, Hadith 579 



Points to be noted: 

1 . This is a Hasan Hadith 

2. According to the Wahabi Albani and Darussalam it is Hasan. 

3. If Imam An Nasa'i has made a chapter under the heading 'The Order To 

Seek Forgiveness For The Believers' {(jii^^yA^ jla«jjujVlj j^Vi 

this mean that his 'Aqeedah and Madhhab are for the asking of forgiveness 
for the dead. It is thus an order to ask forgiveness for the dead people. 

4. It was narrated from Hazrat 'Aisha (ra), the wife of the prophet (s.a.w). Who 
could know the prophet (s.a.w) among his wives at that time more than her? 

5. What did happen in this hadith? The prophet (s.a.w) went to the graveyard 
Jannat ul Baqi' as stated 'until he came to Al Baqi' (^-^f^^ 

6. As such, visiting the graveyard is a sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w) 

7. What was the time of that Ziyarah? It is mentioned that 'The Messenger of 
Allah (s.a.w) got up one night' ( Cliijl ^Jjujj AjIc ^^"^ 

Ai2). 
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8. As such it is a sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w) to visit graveyards at night. 
There is no wrong in it. This proves the 'Aqeedah of Ahlus Sunnah Wal 
Jama'ah. 

9. Did he stay for a short or a long time in Jannat ul Baqi'? It is mentioned that 
'Then he stood in the nearest part of it for as long as Allah willed that he 

should stand, then he left. Then Barirah came back before he did' ( ^ (—aaja 

Alii u The presence of 

the phrase 'what Allah willed' (aHI <iUij Uj) and 'then Barirah came back 

before he did' (^J^ A^liiuiS) are enough to indicate that the prophet (s.a.w) 

didn't stay for a short time but for a longer time .... till Barirah returned to 
Hazrat Aisha (ra). 

10. Why did the prophet (s.a.w) go to Jannat ul Baqi'. It is said 'to pray for 

them' (^ ^gjlt^ ^gll^V). This means that praying for the people in 
graveyards are allowed in Islam. 

ll.It is the sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w) to ask du'a, to pray for the people of 
graveyards, that is for those who had already left this world. 

12. An interesting point is that among the people of Al Baqi' there were those 
who died so many years ago. As such it is allowed to pray for those who 
died years back. It is the sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w). 

13. Did Allah approve of the action of the prophet (s.a.w)? Did Allah approve 
the prophet (s.a.w) going to Al Baqi'? Did Allah approve of the prophet 
(s.a.w) asking du'a for the people of the graveyard? YES as it is said 'I was 

sent to the people of Al-Baqi' to pray for them.' ( ^-^^ J^t Clilxj ^\ 

14. From point 1 1 there is a very interesting word being used there. The word is 

'No doubt I was sent' (^ "I'l* j C5^j)- The verb here is (^ "i* j ) meaning to send. 

But being in passive voice it has the meaning of 'is sent' and here it means 
'was sent'. What does that imply? It means that the prophet was sent to pray 
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for the people of Al Baqi'. The question is who sent the prophet (s.a.w)? the 
answer is Allah who is above the prophet (s.a.w). 

15. As such it was Allah who ordered the prophet (s.a.w) to go to Al Baqi' and 
pray for these people found in that graveyard. The prophet (s.a.w) himself 

said: 'No doubt I was sent' (*--i^ ^^j) meaning 'No doubt Allah sent me'. 

16. This is the 'Aqeedah of the prophet (s.a.w) through the order and approval of 
Allah to go to a graveyard and ask du'a for people there. 

17. Another point and question is what did the prophet pray for the people of Al 
Baqi'? The answer is found in the words 'to pray upon them' ( ^^Il^V 

^ ^gjlc ). The word used here is (^^Al^i) from the verb ((^^-^j^ J^^^) 
meaning to pray. When the verb is used with the preposition 'on / upon' 

((^^^) it means 'to pray Allah to bless someone' or 'to pray Allah to send 

blessing upon someone'. As such (^ ^gj^t^ £^Al^V) means 'for me to pray 
Allah to send blessing upon them (the people of the graveyard of Al Baqi')'. 

18. {'^^^ l^^"^^) signifies such du'a involving blessings which is so vast as 

du'a and invocation. It is the same verb root which is used to send blessing 
upon the prophet (s.a.w). This is to show how intensified the du'a can be. It 
involves forgiveness, success in qabr and Aakhirah, elevation of status and 
grade (Darjah) in qabr and Aakhirah, security, peace and everything related 
to blessings. This is too vast (from the term blessing). 

Hadith No. 5 

Sahih Muslim » The Book of Prayer - Funerals » Hadith 

Chapter (35): What is to be said when entering the graveyard and supplicating for 
its occupants 
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Hazrat Muhammad b. Qais (ra) said (to the people): 



Uia . (^^icj ^aluoj ^5^^ (j^ dilUa caJojIc. 



-* ^ # ? ' f 



^ c1j:1£ Hi Cilll Jll . Ula . a^ ill aAII Jjl^j 

0 0 ^ ^ --p^ ^ ^ ^ ^ O'^O'-O ^ o'' 

(-_lUli ^'^J ^'^J dl^iSj ^ ^jla ^-Hl3 

C_iaLbj| ^ L^Dj *— 1«-13JJ *— Jj-oil^lj i^^^l) t llyTk*^ ^ 

. " A^l; Ulii^ Jijl^ U cifi U " Jl^ 3^ -la /-^'-^"t-^^-^ i J Vj J^la Cjk:ia 

cA\l . " cli^i Jj^ }\ " Jll . V cia Cilll 

Clij]3 ^ijUi dull " 3^ Aj^f^ll • lJj^ ^ 
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Ja! pilJi " Jll aAII JjLj U ^ ^^jj clia cliill . 



Should I not narrate to you (a hadith of the Holy Prophet) on my authority and on 
the authority of my mother? We thought that he meant the mother who had given 
him birth. He (Muhammad b. Qais) then reported that it was 'A'isha who had 
narrated this: Should I not narrate to you about myself and about the Messenger of 
Allah (s.a.w)? We said: Yes. She said: When it was my turn for Allah's Messenger 
(s.a.w) to spend the night with me, he turned his side, put on his mantle and took 
off his shoes and placed them near his feet, and spread the comer of his shawl on 
his bed and then lay down till he thought that I had gone to sleep. He took hold of 
his mantle slowly and put on the shoes slowly, and opened the door and went out 
and then closed it lightly. I covered my head, put on my veil and tightened my 
waist wrapper, and then went out following his steps till he reached Baqi'. He stood 
there and he stood for a long time. He then lifted his hands three times, and then 
returned and I also returned. He hastened his steps and I also hastened my steps. 
He ran and I too ran. He came (to the house) and I also came (to the house). I, 
however, preceded him and I entered (the house), and as I lay down in the bed, he 
(the Holy Prophet) entered the (house), and said: Why is it, O A'isha, that you are 
out of breath? I said: There is nothing. He said: Tell me or the Subtle and the 
Aware would inform me. I said: Messenger of Allah, may my father and mother be 
ransom for you, and then I told him (the whole story). He said: Was it the darkness 
(of your shadow) that I saw in front of me? I said: Yes. He gave me a nudge on the 
chest which I felt, and then said: Did you think that Allah and His Apostle would 
deal unjustly with you? She said: Whatsoever the people conceal, Allah will know 
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it. He said: Gabriel came to me when you saw me. He called me and he concealed 
it from you. I responded to his call, but I too concealed it from you, as you were 
not fully dressed. I thought that you had gone to sleep, and I did not like to awaken 
you, fearing that you may be frightened. He (Jibril) said: Your Lord has 
commanded you to go to the inhabitants of Baqi' and beg pardon for them. I said: 
Messenger of Allah, how should I pray for them? He said: Say, Peace be upon the 
inhabitants of this city (graveyard) from among the Believers and the Muslims, and 
may Allah have mercy on those who have gone ahead of us, and those who come 
later on, and we shall, God willing, join you. 



Reference 


: Sahih Muslim 974 b 


In-book reference 


:Bookll,Hadithl32 


USC-MSA web (Enghsh) reference 


: Book 4, Hadith2127 



Other References 

Swahih Muslim Book 11, Hadith 131 
Sunan an-Nasa'i 2037, 2039, 2040, 3963, 3964 
Riyaad Us Swaliheen Book 1, Hadith 581 
Al Muwatta Book 16, Hadith 57 



Points to be noted} 

1 . This hadith is Swahih 

2. It is from Swahih Muslim under the chapter 'What is to be said when 
entering the graveyard and supplicating for its occupants' ( ^ S-J^ 

3. If Imam Muslim has made a chapter under the heading 'What is to be 
said when entering the graveyard and supplicating for its occupants' 

(IgiAV ^-Ic^^ilij Jj^i Jj^-^ ^ l}% ^ ^^), this mean that his 
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'Aqeedah and Madhhab are for visiting the graveyard and for the asking 
of forgiveness for the dead. 

4. It is from the wife of the prophet (s.a.w), Hazrat Aisha (ra) 

5. In this hadith it is stated that the prophet at night ( C1ijI£ 

AjIc ts; LJ^) went to the graveyard at 

Al Baqi' cs^)- ^^ay for a short or long time? Yes the 

prophet (s.aw) stayed for a long time (^^^ JUali ^Ua) 'He stood and 

lengthened the standing' 

6. What did the prophet do when he reached Al Baqi'? 'He then raised his 

hands 3 times' ^S-^J^ CLi!^ Aj^j ^ p). What does that mean? This 

means that the prophet (s.a.w) raised his hands up to ask du'a for the 
people of Al Baqi' who already passed away. This answer is found in the 
hadith itself. See note 8. 

7. How was the posture of the prophet (s.a.w)? According to Aisha (ra) he 

was standing and for a long time (^^^ jUala ^Ua) 'He stood and he 

lengthened his standing'. As such it is allowed to stand by the graves in a 
graveyard for a long period of time. It is the sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w) 

8. Who came and told the prophet (s.a.w) to go to Al Baqi'? It was Hazrat 

Jibril (as) ((^^' ^Df?- ul^)- If it was haram or Bid'ah would Hazrat 

Jibril (as) come? NO. This is conmion sense. 

9. Why did Hazrat Jibril (as) told him to go to the graveyard at night? 'To 

go to the inhabitants of Al Baqi and ask forgiveness for them' ( (y 

^ jiiiojja 3a 1). 

10. Did Hazrat Jibril (as) commit a mistake or Shirk here? NO. Why? 

11. Who gave Hazrat Jibril (as) such order to ask the prophet (s.a.w) to go to 
the inhabitants of Al Baqi' and ask du'a of forgiveness for them? No one 
except ALLAH 

12. 'NO DOUBT YOUR LORD (ALLAH) ORDERED YOU (THE 
PROPHET) TO GO TO THE INHABITANTS OF AL BAQI' AND 

ASK FORGIVENESS FOR THEM' ( [J^ (} (^Jj^t tiCj jj Jlla 
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j^ifiljoja cJ^i). There is a word being used here (til^lj) 

meaning 'He ordered you' that is Allah has ordered the prophet (s.a.w). It 
was thus an order from Allah. 

13. So, visiting graves and asking du'a for them is an order from Allah and a 
sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w) 

14. This is the 'Aqeedah of Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama'ah which is on the true 
path. 

15. What did Hazrat Aisha (ra) ask? She wanted to know how to ask 

forgiveness for the inhabitants of the graveyard (^ JjSI a^) 'How 

do I say for them?' meaning 'How do I ask for them?'. 

16. What did the prophet (s.a.w) reply? The prophet (s.a.w) said 'Peace be 
upon the inhabitants of this city (graveyard) from among the Believers 
and the Muslims, and may Allah have mercy on those who have gone 
ahead of us, and those who come later on, and we shall, God willing, join 

you' ( aAII ^'■^ji? (jrf-^^^J^jj (j-* J^*^^ ^-l^i ^^^^ ^i^llluli 

17. In this du'a the prophet (s.a.w) was asking du'a for different groups of 
people namely: 

(i) The male and female believers in the graves 

(ii) The male and female Muslims in the graves 

(iii) Those past people / nations who were much before us through 
times 

(iv) And those who will come in the future and who will pass away 

18. When the prophet (s.a.w) told Aisha (ra) to say (^k^^llili) what does that 

mean .'' Is SL du'a or a curse? Of course it is a du'a. 

19. There is the mention that the prophet (s.a.w) raised his hands 3 times ( ^ 

Aj^ ^j). Either he repeated the same du'a 3 times or he 

asked 2 other du'a (the first choice is favoured) but in any case he raised 
his hands and pray for the inhabitants of graves. 

20. The raising of hands at graveyards to ask du'a for the dead people is thus 
halal, allowed and sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w) 

21. This is our 'Aqeedah of Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama'ah. 
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22. As such it was an order and command of Allah to the prophet (s.a.w) 
through Hazrat Jibril (as) to go to the graveyard and ask du'a of 
forgiveness to its inhabitants. 



Did the prophet o ften so to graveyard? 

Hadith No. 6 

Sahih Muslim » The Book o f Prayer - Funerals » Hadith 

Chapter (35): What is to be said when entering the graveyard and supplicating for 
its occupants 

Hazrat 'Aisha (ra) reported: 

Clllll tgjj tAjujjlc. (jC tjljuJJ (jJ ^.UaC. (jC ~ jAj ~ 

" ^jitJi ^ JaV ji^i 
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"Whenever it was her night for Allah's Messenger (s.a.w) he would go out towards 
the end of the night to al-Baqi' and say: "Peace be upon you, abode of a people 
who are believers. What you were promised would come to you tomorrow, you 
receiving it after some delay; and God willing we shall join you. O Allah, grant 
forgiveness to the inhabitants of Baqi' al-Gharqad." 



Reference 


. oaiiin iViusiini 
974 a 


rveierence 


. ounan an-iNiasai zujy 


In-book 


: Book 11, Hadith 


In-book 
reference 


: Book 21, Hadith 223 


reference 


131 


English 


: Vol. 3, Book 21, 


USC-MSA 


: Book 4, Hadith 


translation 


Hadith 2041 


web (English) 


2126 







Points to be noted: 

1 . It is a Swahih Hadith narrated by Hazrat Aisha (ra) 

2. It is found in Swahih Muslim under the chapter 'What is to be said when 
entering the graveyard and supplicating for its occupants' ( ^ 

tgiAV ^Ic^^ilij jjJ^i Jjii ^) in the book of ( jjllaJi 

3. If Imam Muslim has made a chapter under the heading 'What is to be said 
when entering the graveyard and supplicating for its occupants' ( \^ ^-ilj 

I^JaV ^lc.!iilij jj^i Jj^-^ Jllj), this mean that his 'Aqeedah and 

Madhhab are for visiting the graveyard and for the asking of forgiveness for 
the dead. 

4. It is also found in Sunan An Nasa'i under the chapter 'The command to seek 
forgiveness for the believers' ((jjl^j^ jla«jjujVlj ^y^\ S-'^) in the 

book of funeral ( jjli^i S-J^) 
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5. The title given by Imaam Muslim and Imaam Nasa'i to this chapter is 
enough to conclude: 

(i) It is allowed to enter a graveyard 

(ii) To (pray) make du'a (invocation) to the inhabitants of a graveyard and 

(iii) It is a command to ask forgiveness for the inhabitants of the graves. 

6. In this hadith the word (^-*^) appears. The meaning of (UK) is 'each time' 
and 'whenever'. 

7. Hazrat Aisha (ra) said: 'Whenever / Each time it was her night for Allah's 
Messenger (s.a.w) he would go out towards the end of the night to al-Baqi" 

( ~ A^ J ^1>^ AHI (J y-JiJ l^^iil (jl^ 

^-jiili ^\ cJ^i). What do we understand by this sentence? The presence of 

(tftK) 'each time / whenever' in this sentence gives us an idea and indicates 

to us that the prophet (s.a.w) would go to the graveyard of Madina each time 
he would be sharing the night with Hazrat Aisha (ra). It is to be noted that 
the prophet (s.a.w) had several wives and each one had one night each week 
with the prophet (s.a.w). 

8. What does that mean? This means that the prophet (s.a.w) was with Hazrat 
Aisha once per week and he would go to Jannat ul Baqi also known as Baqi' 
al Gharqad once a week at night. As such the prophet (s.a.w) would pray for 
the inhabitants of the graveyard once per week as from that hadith. 

9. Then comes a very simple question? Is going to the graveyard once per week 
can be considered as often, rarely or never? Visiting the graveyard once per 
week indicates the state of having a usual habit of going to Al Baqi'. 

10. It is also found in the same hadith that the prophet ask forgiveness for the 
people of Jannat ul Baqi' (Baqi' al Gharqad) 

1 l.This is the Aqeedah of Ahlus Sunnah WAL Jama'ah. 
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Did the prophet ask a variety of du 'a for the dead 
people? 

Hadioth No. 7 

Sahih Muslim » The Book o f Prayer - Funerals » Hadith 

Chapter (26): Supplicating for the deceased during the (funeral) prayer 

Hazrat 'Auf b. Malik Al Ashja'iy (ra) said: 

^^^ijj U»£ UHaLli (j-a Aijj y^Jj ^tlij ^UiJ aAjuoC-Ij Alk^la aJ^ 
. ciaSi (iill aJc ill ^^1^ Aill JjLj ^U^il ciaii d Cjji ^ 
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I heard the Holy Prophet (s.a.w) say on a funeral: O Allah! forgive him, have 
mercy upon him. Give him peace and absolve him. Receive him with honour and 
make his grave spacious. Wash him with water, snow and hail, cleanse him from 
faults as is cleaned a white garment from impurity. Requite him with an abode 
(house) more excellent than his abode, with a family better than his family, and 
with a mate better than his mate, and save him from the trial of the grave and 
torment of Hell. 'Auf b. Malik said: I earnestly desired that I were the dead person 
to receive the prayer of the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w) as this dead body had 
(received). 



Reference 


: Sahih Muslim 963 d 


In-book reference 


: Book ll,Hadith 111 


USC-MSA web (Enghsh) reference 


: Book 4, Hadith2106 



Other re ferences 

Swahih Muslim 963 a, 963 b 

Sunan An Nasa'i Vol. 1, Book 1, Hadith 62 

Sunan An Nasa'i Vol. 3, Book 21, Hadith 1985, 1986 

Sunan Ibn Majah Vol. 1, Book 6, Hadith 1500 

Riyaad Us Swalihin Book 7, Hadith 41 



Points to be noted^ 

1 . It is a Swahih Hadith 

2. It has been graded as Swahih by the Wahabi gurus from Darussalam 

3. If Imam Muslim has made a chapter under the heading 'Supplicating for the 

deceased during the (funeral) prayer' (a!>U-^i ^ Jj x ^lj ^.Ic-^i (-jIj), this 

mean that his 'Aqeedah and Madhhab are for supplicating and asking of 
forgiveness for the dead. 

4. An interesting point is that Hazrat Auf bin Malik Al Ashja'iy (ra) said that 
he heard the prophet (s.a.w) reciting the du'a mentioned in the hadith 

(Jjaj 'ojCi^ ^^^ic aLuoj AjIc (^^Aju^ Iff^^ dik-aljo). What 
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does that mean? This means that if Hazrat 'Auf bin Malik had heard the 
prophet then no doubt the prophet (s.a.w) should have recited the du'a / 
invocation aloud . . . with a high voice. 

5. As such it is allowed / permissible to ask du'a for the dead aloud. 

6. It is the sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w) to read such du'a aloud for a funeral. 

7. Making du'a for the dead IS NOT Haram or Bid'ah. 

8. This is the 'Aqeedah of Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama'ah to ask du'a aloud for the 
dead person. 

9. Now what were the invocations the prophet (s.a.w) made for the dead 
person? There were many mentioned in that hadith such as: 

(i) Forgiveness for the dead 

(ii) Mercy of Allah for the dead 

(iii) Peace 

(iv) Safety 

(v) Receive the dead in the best way (Accept the dead) 

(vi) With Honour (status, dignity) 

(vii) To make his grave spacious. 

(viii) To Wash him with water, snow and hail (with purified water) 

(ix) To cleanse him from faults (purification) 

(x) As is cleaned a white garment from impurity (Status of being pure) 

(xi) Exchange (for) him with an abode (house) more excellent than his 
abode. 

(xii) With a family better than his family 

(xiii) With a mate better than his mate (wife) 

(xiv) Safety from the trial of the grave 

(xv) Safety from the torment / punishment of Hell 

10. Did the prophet (s.a.w) commit shirk, kufr, bid'ah or going against the 
Shari'ah when asking such du'a as above for the dead? NO 

1 l.If we read the same du'a or ask in the same content or for the success of the 
dead in all worlds, it is haram? NO 

12. N0W what was the response of the sahaba (companion) Hazrat 'Auf bin 
Malik (ra)? He said: 'I earnestly desired that I were the dead person (to 
receive) for the prayer of the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w) upon that dead 

person (as this dead body had received).' ( _y (jl ^■ ''ij'i ' fti^ c_fljc Jla 

tiili Jc. AjIc Ai\ ^Jb^ aM\ JjIjj c-lc^^ Iji) 

13. This is the 'Aqeedah of the sahaba. For such du'a from the prophet (s.a.w) 
he wished to receive such du'a as the death did. 

14. This means that the du'a is appreciated by the sahaba. 
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15. If the prophet (s.a.w) had uttered these du'a and the sahaba wished such du'a 
at their death, then is it haram to ask such du'a or to pray such du'a for a 
dead person? NO 

76.'Aqeedah of the prophet (s.a.w) and the Ashab IS the 'Aqeedah of Ahlus 
Sunnah Wal Jama'ah. 



Did the prophet ask du 'a for the dead people not on 
the same day and after several years later? 



Hadith No. 8 

Sahih al-Bukhari » Funerals (Al-Janaa 'iz) » Hadith 

Chapter (5): Conveying the news of funeral (procession) 
Hazrat Ibn "Abbas (ra) said: 



O^^^^XJ ^aljuJj A^io 

.tmic ■ -^^^ Clijl£j . Uaj^ l)^^ (j^ li^^ •" C5A>^*^ 

A person died and Allah's Messenger (s.a.w) used to visit him. He died at night and 
(the people) buried him at night. In the morning they informed the Prophet (s.a.w) 
(about his death). He said, "What prevented you from informing me?" They 
replied, "It was night and it was a dark night and so we disliked to trouble you." 
The Prophet (s.a.w) went to his grave and offered the (funeral) prayer. 
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Reference 


: Sahih al-Bukhari 1247 


In-book reference 


: Book 23,Hadith 11 


USC-MSA web (English) reference 


: Vol. 2, Book 23, Hadith 339 



Other References 

Swahih Al Bukhari Vol. 2, Book 23, Hadith 407 
Swahih Al Bukhari Vol. 2, Book 23, Hadith 424 
Swahih Al Bukhari Vol. 2, Book 23, Hadith 421 
Sunan Ibn Majah Vol 1 Book 6 Hadith 1530 
Sunan an-Nasa'i 1981 
Sunan Abi Dawud 3148 



Points to be noted: 

1 . This is a Swahih Hadith 

2. It has been graded by the gurus of Wahabi (Albani) and Darussalam as 
Swahih. 

3. It is said in this hadith that a man 'died at night and was buried him at night' 

(^XA 6jia!!ia CAj:k). This is an indication that the funeral prayer, the 

burial and any du'a were already done that same night he died and he was 
buried. 

4. However, the prophet was not informed but was informed only the following 
day in the morning as stated 'In the morning they informed the Prophet' 

(ftjjfkl ^.il^l The prophet (s.a.w) was thus not informed during the 

night due to respect for the prophet. He was informed in the morning. This 
means that all the procedures were done and he was not present that night. 
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5. What did the prophet do when he heard about the news? It is said in the 
same hadith that 'The Prophet (s.a.w) went to his grave and offered the 



(i) the prophet prayed for him at his grave the following day. 

(ii) If we consider () as performing Swalaat Janaza this means that it is 
permissible to perform another Swalaat Janaza the following day. 

6. As such it is allowed to go to the grave the following day of a burial. 

7. As such it is allowed to pray for a dead person at his grave the following 
day. 

8. This is the 'Aqeedah of the Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama 'ah . . . that is to pray for 
the dead any time / day after his / her death. 

Hadith No. 9 

Jamr at-Tirmidhi » The Book on Jana"iz (Funerals) » Hadith 

Chapter (47): What Has Been Related About (Performing) The (Funeral) Salat 
Over The Grave 



(funeral) prayer.' (^5^ ^^ > -^^ fi}^ This means that: 




Hazrat Ash-Shaibani (ra) narrated that: 




islamimanihsan.com 



Page 33 



(JasuIj . - ^ (y^^ L>"4^ L^' ^LtL^ jJi (JL3 . SAi^ 

(ja^ iij tiij^^ (1)1 cJ^j • ci uj^ jAj . jj^i Jo 
J^ c^jUlli 

^1 C5"^^ ^aljujj Ajic (*5-A^^ C-jlj>J^i (jj^ UsL-aljo 



Ash-Sha'bi said: "I was informed by one who saw the Prophet: He (s.a.w) saw a 
soHtary grave, so he Hned his Companions behind it and he prayed over it." It was 
said to him (Ash-Sha'bi): "Who informed you?" He said: "Ibn Abbas." He said and 
in the chapter from Anas and Buraidah and Yazeed bin Thabit and Abu Hurairah 
and 'Amir bin Rabi'ah and Abi Qatadah and Sahl bin Hunayf. Abu 'Isaa said the 
hadith of Ibn Abbas is Hasan Swahih. And the work over this by most of the men 
of knowledge from the companions of the prophet (s.a.w) and others than them and 
it is the saying of Ash Shafi'iy and Ahmad and Ishaaq. Some of the men of 
knowledge said he did not pray over the grave. And it is the saying of Maalik bin 
Anas. 'Abdullah bin Mubaarak said: 'when the dead is buried and it is not prayed 
upon him, he prayed over the grave'. Ibn Mubaarak saw the prayer over the grave. 
Ahmad and Ishaaq said: 'he prayed over the grave till one month. And they said: 
'most of what we heard from Ibn Musayyab that the prophet (s.a.w) prayed over 
the grave of the mother of Sa'd bin 'Ubaadah after a / one month' 
(Sahih) 



Reference 


: Jami' at-Tirmidhi 1037 


In-book reference 


: Book 10, Hadith 73 
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Points to be noteS 

1. It is a Swahih hadith according to Abu 'Isaa (ra). 

2. The title of the chapter 'What Has Been Related About The Swalat Over The 

Grave' {j^^ a!iU-^i ^ Ui) is enough to say that we can pray 

for the dead at his / her grave. 

3. If Imam Tirmidhi has made a chapter under the heading 'What Has Been 
Related About (Performing) The (Funeral) Salat Over The Grave' ( \^ ^-il-J 

this mean that his 'Aqeedah and Madhhab 

are for the performance of Swalaat ul Janaza with the Takbir, Surah Al 
Faatiha, Darood Ibrahim, Du'a Maghfirah and Tasleem on the grave of a 
dead person. 

4. What is important in that hadith is that there is the mention that 'Ahmad and 
Ishaaq said: 'he prayed over the grave till one month' ( ^I^JujIj AaLI 

5. Another mention is that Ahmad and Ishaaq said that most of what they heard 
from Ibn Musayyab is that 'the prophet (s.a.w) prayed over the grave of the 

mother of Sa'd bin 'Ubaadah after a / one month' ( A^ilc LJ^ 

6. What does that mean? This means that: 

(i) In one instance the prophet (s.a.w) prayed for a whole month at a 
grave and 

(ii) In another instance the prophet (s.a.w) prayed at the grave of the 
mother of a sahaba after one month. 

7. What thus does that mean? This means that: 

(i) It is sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w) to pray at a grave for a whole month 
for the dead person and 
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(ii) It is sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w) to go to the grave of a dead person 
though after one month 

(iii) It is sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w) to visit and pray for the dead at any 
time 

8. This is the 'Aqeedah of the prophet (s.a.w) to visit and pray for the dead for 
a whole month . . . 

9. This is thus our 'Aqeedah 
Hadith No. 10 

Sahih al-Bukhari » Military Expeditions led by the Prophet (Al-Mashaazi) » 
Hadith 



Chapter (17): The Ghazwah of Uhud 



Hazrat "Uqba bin Amir (ra): 



Allah's Messenger (s.a.w) offered the funeral prayers of the martyrs of Uhud eight 
years after (their death), as if bidding farewell to the living and the dead, then he 
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ascended the pulpit and said, "I am your predecessor before you, and I am a 
witness on you, and your promised place to meet me will be Al- Haud (i.e. the 
Tank) (on the Day of Resurrection), and I am (now) looking at it from this place of 
mine. I am not afraid that you will worship others besides Allah, but I am afraid 
that worldly life will tempt you and cause you to compete with each other for it. " 
That was the last look which I cast on Allah's Messenger (s.a.w). 



Reference 


: Sahih al-Bukhari 4042 


In-book reference 


: Book 64, Hadith 89 


USC-MSA web (EngHsh) reference 


: Vol. 5, Book 59, Hadith 374 



Other Re ferences 

Sunan Abi Dawud 3224 

Swahih Muslim Book 30, Hadith 5689 

Riyaad Us Swalihin Book 19, Hadith 53 

Points to be notedf 

1 . This is a Swahih Hadith 

2. It has been graded as Swahih by the Wahabi Gurus Albani 

3. It is mentioned in this hadith that 'Allah's Messenger (s.a.w) offered the 

funeral prayers of the martyrs of Uhud after eight years' ( aAII i^J^^^ 

^ i 

^jjluj -l^i C5"^ C5^ ^aljuJj AjIc ^\>^). 

4. What does that mean? This means that: 

(i) It is the sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w) to go over the graves of the dead 
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(ii) It is the sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w) to pray at their graves 

(iii) It is the sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w) to visit their graves though after 
8 years 

(iv) It is sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w) to visit their graves in Jama'ah as 
the prophet (s.a.w) was with his Ashab and he thus gave a speech. 

(v) It is not Bid'ah to pray for the dead people though after so many years 

5. Did the prophet (s.a.w) commit Shirk or Bid'ah? NO 

6. Did the Ashab (ra) commit Shirk or Bid'ah? NO 

7. Is it thus a Sunnah of both the prophet (s.a.w) and the Ashab (ra)? YES 

8. It is their 'Aqeedah and Our 'Aqeedah. 



Did the prophet stayed at the gabr I by the side of the 
qabr after the burial? 

Hadith No. 11 

Sunan AM Dawud » Funerals (Kitab Al-Jana'iz) » Hadith 

Funerals (Kitab Al-Jana'iz) 

Chapter (73): Praying For Forgiveness By The Grave Of The Dead (Deceased) At 
The Time Of Departing (Burial) 

Hazrat Uthman ibn Affan (ra) said: 
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LP ' Cj^ 4^ If- '•L$& LS^J^ f^K] 

Ajk ill jl£ (Jll 4 jllo ^ jUao jUuo 



Whenever the Prophet (s.a.w) finished from burying the dead, he used to stay at 
him (i.e. his grave) and he said: Seek forgiveness for your brother and beg 
steadfastness for him, for he is questioned now. Abu Dawud said: The full name of 
the narrator Buhair is Buhair b. Raisan. 



Reference 


: Sunan Abi Dawud 3221 


In-book reference 


: Book21,Hadith 133 


English translation 


: Book 20, Hadith 3215 



Other References 

Riyaad Us Swalihin Book 7, Hadith 52 
Bulugh al-Maram Hadith 581 



Points to be noted: 

1 . This is a S wahih Hadith 

2. It has been graded as Swahih by the Wahabi Guru Albani 

3. It is graded Swahih by Ibn Hibban (ra) 

4. If Imam Abu Dawood has made a chapter under the heading 'Praying For 
Forgiveness By The Grave Of The Dead (Deceased) At The Time Of 

Departing (Burial)' ( CAj ^ ^jV^lj ^ jUlluiVi 

this mean that his 'Aqeedah and Madhhab are for the asking of 
forgiveness on the grave of a dead person after burial. 
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5. In this hadith it is said that 'Whenever the Prophet (s.a.w) finished from 
burying the dead, he used to stay at him (the grave)' ( 

aAIc^ Ciaj clu^i ^3 IjA ^ 13] Ajic:). Here the verb (jj3) has 

been used meaning 'terminate', 'finish', 'become free from', 'conclude', and 
'complete'. This means the moment after the burial - the moment after the 
person has been laid to ground and being covered - the moment when the 
burial has been completed. When the burial was done, what did the prophet 

(s.a.w) did? The verb (^— aSj) is used with ((^5^) to denote 'stand', 'stop', 

'stand up', 'take up position', 'take a standing pause' and 'stand over'. This 
means that the prophet (s.a.w) stand up and over the grave for a moment. 

6. What did he (s.a.w) do then? It is said that 'he said: Seek forgiveness for 
your brother, (ask favour, implore, beseech for him) beg steadfastness for 

him' (Climlli aJ ijLjj ijjiitliLoi Jua). Accordingly, the prophet 

(s.a.w) asked his Ashab to ask forgiveness for the dead person and to ask 
favour for him, to implore Allah for him, to beseech Allah for him and to 

beg Allah for him as the part of the sentence (aJ ijluoj) was used. 

7. Now, what kind of du'a was it? In the hadith the word (Climili) has been 

used to denote steadfastness, consolidation, strengthening, confirmation, 
substantiation. BUT the question here is steadfastness, consolidation, 
confirmation of what? We must ask consolidation of what for the dead? The 
prophet (s.a.w) gave a hint for what consolidation we are asking du'a by 

saying 'for he is questioned now The dead is being 

question in the grave and when the prophet ordered us to ask du'a for him at 
that moment where he is being question, is that a kind of help or not for the 
dead person? No doubt YES. 

8. This means that the prophet (s.a.w) wanted the best for the dead person. 

9. Did the prophet (s.a.w) stand and stay at the grave after burial? YES 

10. Did he pray for the dead? YES 

11. Was he alone? NO 

12. Were there other Ashab (companions)? YES. The presence and the use of 
the verbs (ijjixJjuji) and Oj^) in plural and the word ( A^j;^V ) with 
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pronoun in plural indicate that the minimum number of Ashab to be present 
there was three. 

13. Was it an order from the prophet (s.a.w)? YES. The 2 verbs mentioned 
above are in the imperative meaning the command / order form. 

14. Did the Ashab imitate and follow the prophet (s.a.w? YES 

15. As such, it is the sunnah of the prophet and the Ashab to stand by the graves. 

16. As such, it is the sunnah of the prophet and the Ashab to delay on the graves. 

17. As such, it is the sunnah of the prophet and the Ashab to pray for the dead 
people at their graves. 

18. As such, this is the 'Aqeedah of the prophet (s.a.w) and the Ashab (ra). 

19. As such, this is the 'Aqeedah of Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama'ah 



Did the prophet teach his companions to ask du 'a for 
the dead people? 

Hadith No. 12 

Sunan AM Dawud » Funerals (Kitab Al-Jana'iz) » Hadith 

Funerals (Kitab Al-Jana'iz) 

Chapter (60): The Supplication For The Deceased 

Hazrat Abu Hurayrah (ra) said: 
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I heard the Prophet (s.a.w) saying: When you pray over the dead, make a sincere 
suppHcation for him. 



Reference 


: Sunan Abi Dawud3199 


In-book reference 


: Book21,Hadith 111 


EngHsh translation 


: Book 20, Hadith3193 



1 . It is a Hasan Hadith graded by the Wahabi Guru Albani 

2. The title of the chapter in itself says everything. It is 'The Supplication For 
The Deceased' (^^4^ ^U^^ili). 

3. If Imam Abu Dawood has made a chapter under the heading 'The 

Supplication For The Deceased' ((-IuaII ^.Ic-i^i), this mean that he believed 

in and his 'Aqeedah and Madhhab are for the du'a of a dead person after 
burial. 

4. In the hadith the prophet (s.a.w) said to the Ashab 'When you pray over the 
dead, make a sincere supplication for him.' ( <■ Jj^^ i i^J^ ^ VnU^ iij 



5. In the hadith the word (^ VnU^ ) is used to mean to pray, to ask blessing, to 
ask Allah to send blessing upon someone etc ... 

6. As such, it is an order from the prophet (s.a.w) to ask Allah to bless those 
who are dead. It is a du'a for them. 
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7. How the du'a must be? The prophet (s.a.w) told the Ashab to be sincere in 



dedicated, to be faithful and to be lovely. 

8. So, the order was to worship Allah for the dead people faithfully and 
sincerely. 

9. This means that we must not be hypocrites when praying or asking du'a for 
the dead people. 

10. As such, it is an order from the prophet (s.a.w) to pray for the dead. 

11. As such, it is an order from the prophet (s.a.w) to ask forgiveness for the 
dead people. 

12. As such, it is an order from the prophet (s.a.w) to be sincere in our du'a 
when dedicated to the dead people. 

13. It is the 'Aqeedah of the prophet (s.a.w) and the Ashab (ra) to be sincere in 
their du'a for the dead. 

14. This is the 'Aqeedah of the Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama'ah 
Hadith No. 13 

Sunan Ibn Majah » Chapters Resardins Funerals - » Hadith 



their du'a. The verb (i j > ^l^ i) is used to mean to be sincere, devoted. 



Hazrat Sulaiman bin Buraidah (ra) said that his father said: 
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"The Messenger of AUah (s.a.w) used to teach them, when they went out to the 
graveyard, one of the narrators used to say: "Peace be upon you, O inhabitants of 
the abodes, behevers and Muslims, and we will join you soon if Allah wills. We 
ask Allah for the well-being for us and for you". 



English reference : Vol. 1, Book 6, Hadith 1547 



Arabic reference : Book 6, Hadith 1614 



Other Re ferences: 

Swahih Mushm 975 

Sunan an-Nasa'i 2040 

Riyaad Us Swalihin Book 1, Hadith 583 



Points to be noted ': 

1 . It is a Swahih Hadith 

2. It has been graded by the Wahabi Guru of Darussalam as Swahih 

3. It is said in that hadith that 'The Messenger of Allah (s.a.w) used to teach 
them' (^4-^*^ ^alujj (^^Aj^ aAII Jjjujj (J^). 

4. Did the prophet (s.a.w) teach the Ashab? YES. The word (^ '>g ■< ^'*J ) means 
'he taught them'. So the teachings of the prophet (s.a.w) are law in Islam. 
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5. Did the prophet teach them only once or many times? Many times. The verb 

when add with the verb (^ Vg^Uj ) means 'he used to teach them' which 
means that it was not the first time but many times. 

6. When did the prophet (s.a.w) teach them? It is said 'when they went out to 

the graveyard' (^11^11 |>2^>^ ^^j). Did the Ashab go to graveyard? 
YES. So going to the graveyard is a sunnah of the Ashab. 

7. What did the prophet (s.a.w) teach his Ashab to say when they would go to 
the graveyard? The prophet (s.a.w) used to teach them to say 'Peace be upon 
you, O inhabitants of the abodes, believers and Muslims, and we will join 
you soon if Allah wills. We ask Allah for the well-being for us and for you' 

( aIII ^Ijuj IjIj ^jj-aiLJalij ^jjla^^ili (ja jlj^i cJ^i '^^'^'^^ 

8. The first word of the du'a is (^i!>lLJi) meaning peace, well being, safety, 

security, greeting, salutation among others. This is a word for success in this 
world, qabr and Aakhirah and for the dead people it is used here to denote 
all these above definitions in their graves and in their lives in Aakhirah. Is 
this a du'a for the dead? NO DOUBT it is. 

9. This du'a of peace, security and well being is for: 

(i) The believers (male and female) and 

(ii) The Muslims (male and female) 

10. What other du'a did the prophet (s.a.w) used to teach the Ashab? It is said in 
the hadith 'We ask Allah for the well-being for us and for you' ( ^Ali (Jljoij 

f^lj 111). The word has been used here to mean the well 

being, health, vigor, vitality. When we ask all these for the people in a 
graveyard is it a du'a and blessing or a curse? No doubt it is a du'a of 
blessing. 
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1 l.For whom was that kind of du'a? It is said that the du'a was for 'us and for 
you' ^). What does that mean? 

12. This means that: 

(i) In a graveyard at a Qabr we can ask du'a of well being for the dead 
people. 

(ii) In a graveyard at a Qabr we can ask du'a of well being for the living 
people (us) as well 

13. When doing so, did the prophet and the Ashab commit Shirk or Bid'ah? NO. 

14. Why when we the Ahlus Sunnah we do it we are taxed as Innovators? 

15. It is the sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w) and the Ashab (ra) to ask du'a of peace 
and well being for both the dead and the living people in a graveyard at a 
grave. 

16. It is the 'Aqeedah of the prophet (s.a.w), the Ashab (ra) and the Ahlus 
Sunnah Wal jama'ah. 

17. This has been taught by the prophet (s.a.w) himself. 

Recitation of Surah (Our 'an) atasrave 

Hadith No. 14 

Sunan an-Nasa'i » The Book of Funerals » Hadith 

The Book of Funerals 

Chapter: Supplication 

Hazrat Talhah bin 'Abdullah bin 'Awf (ra) said: 
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- ^1*1*1 jAj - 4^]3^j 

6^ dil^i ^-ja l^Ja U«Jajuji ^^^li^ .j^j a^Uj '^^^ 

. t3^J ^^-^ "-^^ a^UjoS 



"I offered the funeral prayer behind Ibn 'Abbas. He recited Fatiha Al-Kitab and a 
Surah, and he recited loudly, such that we could hear him. When he finished I took 
him by the hand and asked him. He said: '(It is) Sunnah and the truth.'" 



Reference 


: Sunan an-Nasa'i 1987 


In-book reference 


: Book21,Hadith 171 


English translation 


: Vol. 3, Book 21, Hadith 1989 



Points to be noted: 

1 . This is a S wahih Hadith 

2. It is Swahih according to Wahabi Darussalam and by the Wahabi Guru 
Albani. 

3. If Imam An Nasa'i has made a chapter under the heading 'Supplication' 

(^lc.!^i l-jLj), and he has included the recitation of Surah at the grave, this 

means that he believed in and his 'Aqeedah and Madhhab are that Qur'anic 
verses are du'a for a dead person after burial. 

4. In this hadith it is indicated that 'He recited Fatihat Al-Kitab and a Surah, 

and he recited loudly, such that we could hear him' ( 5^ • 

^^^1^ J^J VJ^J)- According to the narrator, Hazrat Ibn Abbas 

(ra) recited 2 surah at the dead body. One was surah Al Fatiha and there was 
another one. 
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5. What can be acknowledged here? 

(i) Surah Al Faatiha can be recited at the body of a dead person 

(ii) Any other Surah can also be recited 

(iii) Any surah can be recited aloud (as the ashab heard the recitation) 

6. Did Ibn Abbas committed shirk or bid'ah? NO. It is indicated that 'He said: 
(It is) Sunnah and the truth' ((3^j <^ J^). 

7. As such, it is sunnah and the truth to recite Surah Al Faatiha and any other 
Surah for a dead person 

8. As such, it is a sunnah and the truth to recite any verse for a dead person 

9. As such, it is a sunnah and the truth to recite surah Faatiha or any other surah 
or verses of the Qur'an LOUDLY for the dead. 

10. Now there is a question? Some may say that it is the Funeral Swalaat of 4 
Takbir. The simple answer is: 

(i) Whether it is the funeral Swalaat or not, Ibn Abbas recited Surah Al 
Faatiha and another Surah for the dead 

(ii) Whether it is the funeral Swalaat or not, Ibn Abbas made the Qiraat of 
the Qur'an ALOUD for the dead 

(iii) Whether it is the funeral Swalaat or not, Ibn Abbas said that reciting 
Surah Faatiha and another surah at a dead is Sunnah. 

(iv) Whether it is the funeral Swalaat or not, Ibn Abbas said that reciting 
Surah Faatiha and another surah at a dead is the TRUTH. 

(v) Whether it is the funeral Swalaat or not, did Ibn Abbas recite Surah 
for the dead? YES YES YES 

1 l.Did Ibn Abbas recite verses of the Qur'an for the dead? YES YES YES 

12. Now, whether it was in the funeral Swalaat or not, what was the use of 
reciting Surah Al Faatiha and another Surah by the dead? 

(i) If it was not beneficial for the dead, would Ibn Abbas have recited 
them? NO 
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(ii) If the 2 Surah recited would not benefit the dead in his / her grave, 
would Ibn Abbas have recited them? NO 

(iii) If it was haram, Shirk or Bid'ah to recite verses by the dead body, 
would Ibn Abbas have done it? NO 

13. Another fact is that when we recite some of the 'Rabbana' du'a from the 
Qur'an it is a du'a for both the living and the dead. But a simple question is: 

(i) Are the '40 Rabbana' not from Qur'anic verses? 

(ii) Are the du'a from the Qur'an read for the dead not part of Tilaawat? 

14. Don't forget that Imaam An Nasa'i (ra) placed that hadith in the chapter 



Nasa'i that reciting verses of the Qur'an at a dead body indicates, signifies 
and is considered as a du'a for the dead. 

15. According to Jami' Al Tirmidhi Reciting Surah Al Faatiha by the dead 'is a 
tribute to Allah, a blessing upon the prophet (s.a.w) and an invocation (du'a) 



Taba'ut Tabi'in) (Reference Jami' Al Tirmidhi Hadith 1027) 

16. This is the 'Aqeedah and certainty of Ibn Abbas and the Ashab etc ... 

17. This is the 'Aqeedah of Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama'ah to recite Verses of the 
Qur'an for the dead. 

Hadith No. 15 

Sunan AM Dawud » Funerals (Kitab Al-Jana'iz) » Hadith 



'Supplication' (^Ic^^i c_jIj) 



meaning that it is the 'Aqeedah of Imaam 





Funerals (Kitab Al-Jana'iz) 
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Chapter (24): Tilaawat (Reciting the Qur'an) by the Dead 
Hazrat Ma'qil ibn Yasar (ra): 



The Prophet (s.a.w) said: Recite Surah Ya-Sin over your dead (people). 



Reference 


: Sunan Abi Dawud 3121 


In-book reference 


: Book 21, Hadith 33 


Enghsh translation 


: Book 20, Hadith 3115 



Points to be noted: 

1 . This is a Swahih Hadith 

2. It is important to note that it is in the chapter 'The Reciting of the Qur'an by 

the dead' (< j.V^^ i >^ '^*-]3^^ S-"^) which indicates that 'Recital of the 
Qur'an is made by the side of the dead person. 

3. If Imam Abu Dawood has made a chapter under the heading 'Tilaawat (The 

Reciting of the Qur'an) by the dead' (<44-^^ >^ ^U), and he has 

included the recitation of Surah Yaaseen by the dead, this means that he 
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believed in and his 'Aqeedah and Madhhab are that Qur'anic verses are du'a 
for a dead person after burial. 

4. In it there is the mention that the prophet (s.a.w) advised and ordered his 

Ashab to 'Recite Surah Ya-Sin over your dead (people).' ( { (JjjJ } 

5. In this hadith the word 'your dead' (a^Uj^) has been used. It is in the 



genitive form from the word (^^j^i) in the plural form of the word (^ "ij^ ) 

meaning a dead, a deceased person, a lifeless person, an inanimate person, a 
departed person and a defunct. 

6. For example, in Sunan Ibn Majah (Vol. 1, Book 6, Hadith 1472 ) it is said 
that Ibn Abbas (ra) said that the prophet (s.a.w) said 'The best of your 
garments are those which are white, so shroud your dead in them, and wear 

them.' (lAjjoolij ^uj^ 1^ ijjKa (_>alj^i J:^)- this hadith 

the word (^Uj^) is used for those who are dead. 

7. As such, it is an order of the prophet (s.a.w) to recite Surah Yaasin for our 
dead. 

8. It is a direct order to recite verses of the Qur'an for our dead. 

9. If the Tilaawat was useless at and for our dead person, why would the 
prophet (s.a.w) advised it? 



In order to SEAL all discussions whether the recitation 
of Surah is allowed at a Qabr for the dead or not, let's 
examine the following Hadith 



Hadith No. 16 

Sahih al-Bukhari » Funerals (Al-Janaa 'iz) » Hadith 
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Funerals (Al-Janaa'iz) 

Chapter (66): To offer the (funeral) Salat on the grave after the burial of the 
deceased 



Hazrat Abu Huraira (ra) said: 



Ui " (jUa ^jJ dlii 6^^^ Ajj^iJ ^jjij A-iic iiSli ^5^i 

A black person, a male or a female used to clean the Mosque and then died. The 
Prophet (s.a.w) did not know his death . One day the Prophet (s.a.w) remembered 
him (the person) and said, "What happened to that person?" They (the people) 
replied, "O Allah's Messenger (s.a.w)! He died." He said, "Why did you not inform 
me?" They said, "His story was so and so (i.e. regarded him as insignificant)." He 
said, "Show me his grave." He then went to his grave and offered the funeral 
prayer (over him). 



Reference 


: Sahih al-Bukhari 1337 


In-book reference 


: Book 23, Hadith 93 
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USC-MSA web (English) reference : Vol. 2, Book 23, Hadith 421 



Other References 

Sahih al-Bukhari 458 (Vol. 1, Book 8, Hadith 448) 
Sahih al-Bukhari 1247 (Vol. 2, Book 23, Hadith 339) 
Sahih Mushm 956 (Book 4, Hadith 2088) 
Sunan Abi Dawud 3203 ( Book 20, Hadith 3197) 
Sunan an-Nasa'i 1981 (Vol. 3, Book 21, Hadith 1983) 
Sunan an-Nasa'i 1969 (Vol. 3, Book 21, Hadith 1971) 
Sunan Ibn Majah (Vol. 1, Book 6, Hadith 1527) 
Sunan Ibn Majah (Vol. 1, Book 6, Hadith 1530) 



Points to be noted: 

1. It is a S wahih Hadith 

2. It is a Muttafaq 'alaih Hadith (meaning it is found in both S wahih Al 
Bukhariy and Swahih Muslim) 

3. It is graded as Swahih by Darussalam and Albani (Wahabi Guru) 

4. If Imam Bukhariy has made a chapter under the heading 'To offer the 
(funeral) Salat on the grave after the burial of the deceased' ( 

this means that he believed in and his 'Aqeedah 

and Madhhab are that Takbir, Surah Faatiha, Darood Ibrahim, Du'a 
Maghfirah and Tasleem as framework of a Swalaat ul Janaza can be offered 
for a dead person after burial over his grave. 

5. It is narrated by Abu Hurairah (ra), the one who narrated more than 5000 
hadith. He is the one who narrated the greatest number of hadith. 
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6. It is found in Swahih Al Bukhariy under the Chapter 'The Swalaat Over The 
Grave After A Deceased Is Buried' ( 2bu jj^i Jc. 

7. This hadith is repeated at so many different places like: 

(i) Sahih al-Bukhari 458 (Vol. 1 , Book 8, Hadith 448) 

(ii) Sahih al-Bukhari 1247 (Vol. 2, Book 23, Hadith 339) 

(iii) Sahih Muslim 956 (Book 4, Hadith 2088) 

(iv) Sunan Abi Dawud 3203 ( Book 20, Hadith 3 197) 

(v) Sunan an-Nasa'i 1981 (Vol. 3, Book 21, Hadith 1983) 

(vi) Sunan an-Nasa'i 1969 (Vol. 3, Book 21, Hadith 1971) 

(vii) Sunan Ibn Majah (Vol. 1, Book 6, Hadith 1527) 

(viii) Sunan Ibn Majah (Vol. 1, Book 6, Hadith 1530) 

8. This is the 'Aqeedah of Imam Bukhariy (ra) that he created a chapter under 
which is found the permissibility of Swalaat at the grave of someone after he 
has been buried. 

9. In that hadith it is found that the prophet (s.a.w) was not told about the death 
and burial of a person. When he became aware of it he asked his Ashab to 

'Show me his grave' (6^ ^^J^ ^jl^) and 'He then went to his grave' 
('^ Jh. 

10. This means that though the person died days back, it is the sunnah of the 
prophet (s.a.w) to visit the grave of a dead. 

1 l.What did the prophet (s.a.w) do at the grave of the person who died and was 
already buried days back? It is said in the same hadith that the prophet 

(s.a.w) 'offered the funeral prayer (over him)' (^^ C5"^J^^)- 

12. This means that the Swalaat ul Janazah can be offered though the person had 
already been buried after days. 
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13. However, let's imagine the scene / picture as follows: 

(i) The prophet (s.a.w) asked his Ashab to show him the grave. 

(ii) The Ashab brought him to the grave 

(iii) The Prophet (s.a.w) decided to perform Swalaat over the grave 

(iv) The grave was in front of the prophet (s.a.w) 

(v) His Ashab was behind him (s.a.w) 

(vi) If we say that (^^ i^ieans 'then he performed the Swalaat ul 

Janazah, this means that the prophet (s.a.w) performed 4 Takbir by 
saying Allahou Akbar (the procedures of the Swalaat) 

(vii) If we say that (^-^ c^"^^^^) ii^eans 'then he performed the Swalaat ul 

Janazah, this means that the prophet (s.a.w) read Surah Al Faatiha in 
the Swalaat (the procedures of the Swalaat) 

(viii) If we say that (^-^ c^"^^^^) ii^eans 'then he performed the Swalaat ul 

Janazah, this means that the prophet (s.a.w) read Darood Ibrahim in 
the Swalaat (the procedures of the Swalaat) 

(ix) If we say that (^-^ c^"^^^^) ii^eans 'then he performed the Swalaat ul 

Janazah, this means that the prophet (s.a.w) asked du'a of Maghfirah 
in the Swalaat (the procedures of the Swalaat) 

(x) If we say that (^-^ cs"^^^^) ii^eans 'then he performed the Swalaat ul 

Janazah, this means that the prophet (s.a.w) performed the Tasleem 
(Salaam by turning the head over the shoulder as in 5 daily Swalaat) 
in the Swalaat (the procedures of the Swalaat) 

14. What does that mean then? It means that: 

(i) The prophet went to the grave and made 4 Takbir (Saying Allahou 
Akbar) in a standing position (Qiyam position) 

(ii) The prophet went to the grave and recited Surah Faatiha in a standing 
position (Qiyam position) 
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(iii) The prophet went to the grave and recited Darood Ibrahim in a 
standing position (Qiyam position) 

(iv) The prophet went to the grave and recited Du'a of Maghfirah in a 
standing position (Qiyam position) 

(v) The prophet went to the grave and made the Tasleem in a standing 
position (Qiyam position) 

15. Again, brothers and sisters, the prophet (s.a.w) performed Swalaat ul Janaza 
at the grave of the person days after he was buried. Did the prophet (s.a.w) 
recite Takbir, Surah Al Faatiha, Darood Ibrahim, Du'a Maghfirah and 
Tasleem over the grave? YES YES YES 

16. Did the prophet (s.a.w) commit Shirk, Kufr, Haram, Bid'ah etc ... ??? NO 
NO NO 

17. This is the 'Aqeedah of Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama'ah: 

(i) To recite Takbir at the grave of a dead person 

(ii) To recite Surah Faatiha at the grave of a dead person 

(iii) To recite Darood Ibrahim at the grave of a dead person 

(iv) To recite Du'a Maghfirah at the grave of a dead person 

(v) To recite Tasleem at the grave of a dead person 

18. If we now consider Hadith No. 15, is it then lawful and permissible to recite 
any verse of the Qur'an, Darood Ibrahim and any du'a at the Qabr of a dead 
person? OF COURSE YES IT IS PERMISSIBLE AND LAWFUL. 

19. Another question. Why did the prophet (s.a.w) go to his grave after so 
many days after burial? The answer is : 

It is the 'Aqeedah of the Prophet (s.a.w), ashab, Imam Bukhari etc 
. . . that though after so many days, the dead person will benefit 
from the recitation (over his grave) of Takbir, surah Al Faatiha, 
Darood Ibrahim, Du'a Maghfirah and Tasleem in his Qabr. 

This is what is known as Ithaalus Thawaab - the dead is obtaining 
thawaab from what we are doing for him. 
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Other References on the topic 

Sahih al-Bukhari 1335, 1336 

Sunan Abi Dawud3198 

Sunan Ibn Majah Vol. 1, Book 6, Hadith 1495 

Sunan Ibn Majah Vol. 1, Book 6, Hadith 1496 

Jami' at-Tirmidhi 1026 

Sunan An Nasa'l 1988 



Why do we have to so to graveyard and pray for the 

dead people? 

Can we then help the dead people as beins their 

intercessors? 



Hadith No. 17 

Sahih Muslim » The Book o f Prayer - Funerals » Hadith 

The Book of Prayer - Funerals 
Chapter (23): Praying over the grave 

Hazrat Abu Huraira (ra) said that: 

— Ijl2j ji — .I^JjiaII ^ ^I^jIjj iiXy^ (ji 63:^3* t^^i (jc c^jj 
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ciiU ijlUa — Aic. ji — jlliia ^aluoj aAII JjIjj U^iaaa 

— 63>ji ji — Ia}^! i jjtI,^ l)^ • " jAijjiT bill " (Jll . 



A dark-complexioned woman (or a youth) used to sweep the mosque. The 
Messenger of Allah (s.a.w) missed her (or him) and inquired about her (or him). 
The people told him that she (or he) had died. He asked why they did not inform 
him, and it appears as if they had treated her (or him) or her (or his) affairs as of 
little account. He (the Holy Prophet) said: Lead me to her (or his) grave. They led 
him to that place and he said prayer over her (or him) and then remarked: Verily, 
these graves are full of darkness for their dwellers. Verily, the Mighty and Glorious 
Allah illuminates them for their occupants by my prayer over them. 



Reference 


: Sahih MusHm 956 


In-book reference 


: Book ll,Hadith93 


USC-MSA web (English) reference 


: Book 4, Hadith 2088 



Points to be noteS 

1. This is a Swahih Hadith from the above hadith sections as a continuity. 

2. It is a Muttafaq Alai hadith (found in both Bukhariy and Muslim) 

3. See hadith No. 16 

4. If Imam Muslim has made a chapter under the heading 'Praying over the 

grave this means that he believed in and his 

'Aqeedah and Madhhab are that Takbir, Surah Faatiha, Darood Ibrahim, 
Du'a Maghfirah and Tasleem as framework of a Swalaat ul Janaza can be 
offered for a dead person after burial over his grave. 
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5. The question is: why did the prophet (s.a.w) go to her grave and pray for 
her? Did the dead benefit from recitation of Swalaat ul Janazah though after 
burial? The answer is found in the words of the prophet as saying 'Verily, 
these graves are full of darkness for their dwellers. Verily, the Mighty and 
Glorious Allah illuminates them for their occupants by my prayer over 

them.' ( (J^J (jlj ^^S^^ A-aiia S^jIa^ Jl?^^ u] 

^^^^ ^3J^)• 

6. What is meant here by i^^^^ Lf^^^^^^ ^3J^)^ This means that 

through the waseelah, intermediaries, means of the Swalaat of the prophet 
(s.a.w) Allah will illuminate, send light, enlighten the graves of these people. 

7. Did then the prayer at a grave for the dead help the dead? YES 

8. Did the prophet (s.a.w) say that Allah will illuminate the graves of their 
inhabitants by his prayer? YES YES YES 

9. Thus this is our (Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama' ah) 'Aqeedah. 

10. Through our du'a Allah will illuminate the graves of our dead. 

11. This is known as Ithaluth Thawaab. 



Hadith No. 18 

Sahih Muslim » The Book o f Prayer - Funerals » Hadith 

The Book of Prayer - Funerals 

Chapter (19): If forty people pray for a person, they will intercede for him 

'Abdullah b. 'Abbas reported that his son died in Qudaid or 'Usfan. He said to 
Kuraib to see as to how many people had gathered there for his (funeral). He 
(Kuraib) said: 
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^_^«Jjl Ajjllk, *^_>^ ^aluJa cJti} cl)^ ^ " ^aljoij A-llc- ^1 



So I went out and I informed him about the people who had gathered there. He (Ibn 
'Abbas) said: Do you think they are forty? He (Kuraib) said: Yes. Ibn 'Abbas then 
said to them: Bring him (the dead body) out for I have heard Allah's Messenger 
(s.a.w) as saying: If any Muslim dies and forty men who associate nothing with 
Allah stand over his prayer (they offer prayer over him), Allah will accept them as 
intercessors for him. 



Reference 


: Sahih Muslim 948 


In-book reference 


:Bookll,Hadith77 


USC-MSA web (English) reference 


: Book 4, Hadith 2072 



Points to be noted: 

1. It is a S wahih Hadith 

2. It has been graded by the Wahabi Guru Albani as Swahih 
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3. If Imam Muslim has made a chapter under the heading 'If forty people pray 
for a person, they will intercede for him' ( (jj*-i3^ ^-r^ 

Aj5 i j . » A u ;), this means that he believed in and his 'Aqeedah and Madhhab 

are that the living may intercede and become intercessors for the dead. This 
means that his 'Aqeedah is that the dead benefit from the intercession of the 
living. 

4. What do we see in that hadith? It is said that Ibn Abbas (ra) heard that the 
prophet (s.a.w) said: 'If any Muslim dies and forty men who associate 
nothing with Allah stand over his prayer (they offer prayer over him), Allah 

will accept them as intercessors for him. ' ( *---l>^ p-*^ <->?0 ^ 

Aja aAII ^4*^ "^J ^ ciA>^ lj^J^ iiP^ J^)- 

5. What does that mean? This means that if there are 40 men at the funeral of a 
person, these 40 men will be considered as intercessors for him. 

6. What does that mean? This means that through the du'a of these 40 men 
Allah will help the dead men. 

7. What does that mean? This means that though after the death of a person, for 
only 1 but 40 men would be his helper and intercessors ( aAII ^ Vg^q/ii V| 

8. Can the living be intercessors for the dead? YES YES YES 

9. When Ibn Abbas (ra) waited for the number to be 40, did he then commit 
Shirk or Bid'ah? NO NO NO 

10. Can we thus pray for the dead with the hope as being his / her intercessors? 
YES 

1 l.Can we thus pray for the dead with the hope that the dead will benefit in his 
grave? YES 

12. It is the 'Aqeedah of the prophet (s.a.w) and the Ashab (ra) 

13. This is the 'Aqeedah of Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama'ah - belief in helping the 
dead in their graves. 
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Reference 


: Sunan Abi Dawud3170 


In-book reference 


: Book21,Haditli82 


English translation 


: Book 20, Hadith3164 


The Book o f Prayer - 


Funerals » Hadith 



Hadith No. 19 
Sahih Muslim 

The Book of Prayer - Funerals 

Chapter (18): If one hundred (people) pray for a person, they will intercede for him 
Hazrat 'A'isha (ra) reported that the messenger of Allah (s.a.w) said: 



^ 0 ^ 0 ^ 



• 



If a company of Muslims numbering one hundred pray over a dead person, all of 
them interceding for him, their intercession for him will be accepted. 



Reference 



Sahih Muslim 947 
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In-book reference 



:Bookll,Hadith76 



USC-MS A web (English) reference : Book 4, Hadith 207 1 

Points to be noted: 

1 . It is a Swahih Hadith 

2. This is the ' Aqeedah of Imaam Muslim (ra) to believe in the fact that living 
people can help the dead people and that was why he created a chapter as 'If 

one hundred (people) pray for a person, they will intercede for him' ( (-^Ij 



3. It is indicated that Hazrat Aisha (ra) said that the prophet (s.a.w) said that 'If 
a company of Muslims numbering one hundred pray over a dead person, all 



4. This means that the living people can pray for the dead after their burial. 

5. This means that the living will intercede for the dead after their death 

6. This means that Allah will accept the du'a of the living people for the dead 
people after their burial 

7. This means that the intercession will be a blessing for the dead people from 
the living people. 

8. As such, the du'a of the living is a blessing and a means of intercession for 
the dead. 

9. This is the 'Aqeedah of the Ashab 

10. This is the 'Aqeedah of Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama'ah 





Aja Vj) 
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Givins Sadaqah (Charity) To The Dead People 

Hadith No. 20 

Sahih al-Bukhari » Wills and Testaments (Wasaayaa) » Hadith 

Wills and Testaments 

Chapter (26): If somebody gives a piece of land as an bequest (charity) and does 
not mark its boundaries it is permissible and as well as charity 

Hazrat Ibn "Abbas (ra): 

^il ^ip^ 111}!.. J jll cJll ^ " Jll 1^ C^al^ jj l^itld 



A man said to Allah's Messenger (s.a.w), "My mother died, will it benefit her if I 
give in charity on her behalf?" The Prophet (s.a.w) replied 'yes'. The man said, "I 
have a garden and I make you a witness that I give it in charity on her behalf." 



Reference : Sahih al-Bukhari 2762, 2770 

In-book reference : Book 55, Hadith 33 
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USC-MS A web (English) reference : Vol. 4, Book 5 1 , Hadith 24, 3 1 



Points to be noted ': 

1 . It is a Swahih Hadith 

2. It has been graded Swahih by the Wahabi Guru Albani and Darussalam. 

3. If Imam Bukhariy has made a chapter under the heading 'If somebody gives 
a piece of land as an bequest (charity) and does not mark its boundaries it is 

permissible and as well as charity' ( pj Ciaj iij 

Ai^iLili c^^i^j ijjlk J^), this means that he believed in and his 

'Aqeedah and Madhhab are that the living may give any portion of land as 
charity and gift to the dead and this will benefit the dead people. 

4. It is mentioned that the mother of a man died and the man wanted to know 
whether he could make a sadaqah for her and whether she would benefit 

from the sadaqah made on her behalf (^-^ c "!*^ . ^ ;, Ai l g»qn i). That was 

the 'Aqeedah of the Sahaba, that is, though after the dead of a person the 
living can do things to benefit the dead. In this hadith the question and word 

(l^.«ljj|) has been used to denote 'will it benefit her'. This is the 'Aqeedah 
of the sahaba, the dead benefits in their graves from the living. 

5. What kind of benefit was it? It is said that the sahaba question about 'if I 

made a charity for her' ( l^-ic Ai ^j). This means that after the death 
of a person we can make a charity or sadaqah for him / her. 

6. What kind of Sadaqah did the sahaba do? It is said that the sahaba had 'a 
garden' (ll]}^ (J u]^) and it is said that 'I took the prophet as witness as 

I give it as charity on her behalf (^^ ^ ^1 (ii.i^lj). What 

does that mean? This means that by giving the garden in the path of Allah 
through any means, the Sahaba had the 'Aqeedah that this action of sadaqah 
would benefit the dead person. 
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7. What does that mean by 'I took you (the prophet) as witness'? This means 
that: 

(i) the prophet (s.a.w) had agreed upon this action 

(ii) the prophet (s.a.w) is witnessed over the sacrifice of the sahaba 

(iii) the prophet (s.a.w) is witnessed that the dead will be benefited from 



8. Did the sahaba commit shirk or bid 'ah when giving his garden as charity for 
his dead mother? NO 

9. Did the prophet (s.a.w) approve of giving a garden as charity for the dead? 



10. Did the prophet (s.a.w) say that the dead person will benefit from the Sadaqa 
done by another person (after his death)? YES 

1 l.As such, this is the 'Aqeedah of the Ashab and the prophet (s.a.w). 

12. It is the 'Aqeedah of Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama'ah to give Sadaqah to a dead 
person and he / she will benefit it. 



The Book on Zakat 

Chapter (31): What Has Been Related About The One Who Gives Charity (Then) 
Inheriting His Charity 



this charity 



YES 



Hadith No. 21 



Jamf at-Tirmidhi » The Book on Zakat » Hadith 





Hazrat 'Abdullah bin Buraidah (ra) narrated from his father: 
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aAII lJj^ ^ ciiJll . " ^1)13^^11 (iJjlc Iaa3j '^j^^ " l)^ • 

















Jkt SV, 





Jiij . aJ ciil^ i^jj p Ail:^ iij aijli ji JaI 

<,Ua^ ^ aAII >^ ^ djJ^i L)J JJAJj (X)>^^ CiJJJ • 

"I was sitting with the Prophet when a woman came to him and said: 'O Messenger 

of Allah! I gave a slave girl to my mother in charity and she died.' He said: 'Your 
reward is already established, and your right to inherit her has returned it (that 
Sadaqah) to you.' She said: 'O Messenger of Allah! There was a month of fasting 
due on her, shall I perform the fast for her?' He said: 'Fast on her behalf.' She said: 
'O Messenger of Allah! She never performed Hajj, shall I perform Hajj for her?' He 

said: 'Yes, perform Hajj on her behalf.'" 



Reference : Jami' at-Tirmidhi 667 
In-book reference : Book 7, Hadith 5 1 



Points to be noted: 

1 . It is a S wahih Hadith 

2. Abu Tsaa said that it is a Hasan Swahih Hadith 
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3. The Ahlu Hadith say that it is a Trustworthy (Aaj) hadith. 

4. It is said in this hadith that the woman asked the prophet 'shall I perform the 

fast for her' (^-^^ ^^j^lli) when her mother had already passed away? The 

prophet replied 'fast on her behalf (^^^ is^J^) 

5. What does that mean? This is the 'Aqeedah of the sahaba and the prophet 
(s.a.w) that: 

(i) You can fast on behalf of a dead person 

(ii) if you fast on his / her behalf, he will benefit it in his / her grave. 

6. What did the woman ask again? She asked 'shall I perform hajj for her?' 

(1^ ^lai). What was the reply of the prophet? The prophet said "Yes, 

perform Hajj on her behalf ( i-^-ic ^^^^^-^ 

7. Again this is the 'Aqeedah of the sahaba and the prophet (s.a.w) that we can 
perform hajj on behalf of someone who died and he / she will benefit it in 
qabr. 

8. What is found in that hadith can be summarised as follows: 

(i) We can fast on behalf of a dead person and he will obtain the reward 

(ii) We can perform hajj on behalf of a dead person and he will obtain the 
reward 

9. This is the 'Aqeedah of the prophet (s.a.w) and his Ashab 

10. This is the 'Aqeedah of the Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama'ah 

Hadith No. 22 

Sunan AM Dawud » Zakat (Kitab Al-Zakat) » Hadith 

Chapter (42): On The Excellence Of Supplying Drinking Water 

^.Uili ^^^ui (Jliaa ^ L-jIj 

Hazrat Sa'd ibn Ubadah said (ra): 
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I 






M 





That he said: Oh Messenger of Allah, Umm Sa'd has died; what form of sadaqah is 
best? He replied: Water (is best). He dug a well and said: It is for Umm Sa'd. 



Reference 


: Sunan Abi Dawud 1681 


In-book reference 


: Book 9, Hadith 126 


English translation 


: Book 9, Hadith 1677 



1 . It has been graded by Wahabi Guru Albani as Hasan 

2. In this hadith it is narrated that Sa'd bin 'Ubaadah (ra) asked the prophet 
(s.a.w) what is the best of Sadaqa ((Jj^-^i Ai^l^i ^li) for his mother who 

As, 

died :\xjji ^j). What is to be noted here is: 

(i) It is the 'Aqeedah of the sahaba that they could help their dead people 
after their death. 

(ii) According to the sahaba there are many kinds of Sadaqa and all of 
them are good. But according to Sa'd there is one which is best 

(iii) It is the 'Aqeedah of the sahaba that they could give sadaqah to their 
dead people after their death. 

3. What did the prophet (s.a.w) reply? He said 'Water' (*.l^i). What does that 

mean? This means that giving water to people on behalf of the dead mother 
will benefit the dead mother as part of sadaqa. 

4. Did the prophet (s.a.w) tell Sa'd that it is shirk and bid' ah to help a dead 
after burial? NO NO NO 
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5. What did Sa'd do then. It is said that 'he dug a well' (]3^ J^^) and said 

i 

'This is for the mother of Sa'd' C'^*^ ^':^)- What does that mean? This 
means that: 

(i) He made a well and gave it on behalf of his mother as Sadaqa 

(ii) He knew that anyone drinking from that well would be beneficial to 
his mother 

(iii) He knew that though his mother passed away, he could help her 

6. This is the 'Aqeedah of the prophet (s.a.w) and his Ashab 

Hadith No. 23 

Sahih Muslim » The Book o f Wills » Hadith 

Hazrat Abu Huraira (ra) reported that a person said to Allah's Apostle 
(s.a.w): 



My father died and left behind property without making any will regarding it. 
Would he be relieved of the burden of his sins if I give sadaqa on his behalf? He 
(the Holy Prophet) said: Yes. 



USC-MSA web (Enghsh) reference 


: Book 13, Hadith 4001 


Arabic reference 


: Book 26, Hadith 4306 
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Points to be noteS 

1 . It is a S wahih Hadith 

2. It is said that the father of a man died (diUi ^j) and went to the 

prophet (s.a.w). Why did he go to the prophet (s.a.w)? The answer is that he 
knew that though after the death of his father there was still a way to help 
him(his father) through the advice of the prophet. 

3. What did he ask the prophet? He wanted to know whether 'he would be 
relieved from his sin' (aIc- j^^, cJ^) 

4. What was the solution found and suggested by the man. He wanted 'to do 

charity on his (his father) behalf ^.ll^aj) What does this mean? 

This shows that the sahaba has faith and ' Aqeedah that after the death of his 
father there was still a way to help him through sadaqa (though after his 
death). 

5. What did the prophet (s.a.w) reply? Did he say that this was shirk or bid'ah? 
NO. Did he tax the man as innovator? NO NO NO. What did he say then? 

The prophet (s.a.w) said 'Yes' (^«-j). What does this mean? This means that: 

(i) If the man do charity on his father's name, he will benefit him in his 
Qabr 

(ii) Sadaqa after the death of a person is permissible 

(iii) Sadaqa for the dead people reduces the sins 

(iv) Sadaqa for the dead people helps them in their graves 

(v) The prophet (s.a.w) approved of sadaqa for the dead 

(vi) The prophet (s.a.w) approved of helping the dead after their burial 

6. This is the 'Aqeedah of the prophet (s.a.w) and the Ashab 

7. This is the 'Aqeedah of Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama'ah 
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Other References 

Sahih al-Bukhari 2770 (Vol. 4, Book 51, Hadith 31) 
Swahih al-Bukhari 2756 (Vol. 4, Book 51, Hadith 19) 
Swahih Muslim Book 13, Hadith 4002 
Sunan an-Nasa'i 3655 
Sunan Abi Dawud 2882 
Jami" at-Tirmidhi 669 



Planting Over Graves 



Hadith No. 24 

Sahih al-Bukhari » Funerals (Al-Janaa 'iz) » Hadith 
Funerals (Al-Janaa'iz) 

Chapter (81): Placing a leaf of a date palm over the grave 



^ 0 ^ 0 



Hazrat Ibn "Abbas (ra) said: 
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• 





The Prophet (s.a.w) once passed by two graves, and those two persons (in the 
graves) were being tortured. He said, "They are being tortured not for a great thing 
(to avoid). One of them never saved himself from being soiled with his urine, 
while the other was going about with calumnies (to make enmity between friends). 
He then took a green leaf of a date-palm tree split it into two pieces and fixed one 
on each grave. The people said, "O Allah's Messenger (s.a.w)! Why have you done 
so?" He replied, "I hope that their punishment may be lessened till they (the leaf) 
become dry." 



Reference 


: Sahih al-Bukhari 1361 


In-book reference 


: Book 23, Hadith 115 


USC-MSA web (EngHsh) reference 


: Vol. 2, Book 23, Hadith 443 



Other References 

Swahih al-Bukhari 216 (Vol. 1, Book 4, Hadith 215) 
Swahih al-Bukhari 218 (Vol. 1, Book 4, Hadith 217) 
Swahih al-Bukhari 1378 (Vol. 2, Book 23, Hadith 460) 
Swahih al-Bukhari 6052 (Vol. 8, Book 73, Hadith 78) 
Swahih al-Bukhari 6055 (Vol. 8, Book 73, Hadith 81) 
Swahih MusHm 292a (Book 2, Hadith 575) 
Swahih MusHm 292b (Book 2, Hadith 576) 
Sunan Abi Dawud Hadith 20 

Sunan an-Nasa'i 2069 (Vol. 3, Book 21, Hadith 2071) 
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Points to be noteS 

1 . I have included only one hadith due to its reoccurrence in so many different 
places. 

2. It is a Swahih Hadith 

3. It has been graded as Swahih by the Wahabi Guru Albani. 

4. It is a Muttafaq 'Alai Hadith, meaning it occurs in both Swahih Bukhariy 
and Swahih Muslim 

5. If Imam Bukhariy has made a chapter under the heading 'Placing a leaf of a 

date palm over the grave' (JJ^^ i^^^ r^i>^^ ^'^), this means that he 

believed in and his 'Aqeedah and Madhhab are that it is allowed to plant 
over the Qabr and as stated the punishment of the graves will be reduced for 
the dead and as such benefiting the dead people. 

6. While the prophet (s.a.w) and his Ashab were passing by two graves, the 
prophet (s.a.w) said that they were punished. What did the prophet do? It is 
said that 'He then took a green leaf of a date-palm tree and split it into two 

pieces' tgljJua AaLj S^j^ 

7. What did he do with the two leaves? It is said that the prophet (s.a.w) 'then 
fixed one on each grave' (fi-^|j cJ^ jjc- p). The prophet (s.a.w) 

took a leaf and ( Jj^) it on each grave. The word ( Jj^) has been used here. 

Why? What is meant by ( Jj^)? The word ( jj^) means to stick, insert, 
plant and implant. 

8. What does that mean? This means that the prophet (s.a.w) took the leaf, 
inserted and planted it on the grave. And he did that action twice. This 
means that it is permissible to plant on graves. 

9. Now, why did he do that? The Ashab set the same question and the prophet 
(s.a.w) answered 'I hope that their punishment may be lessened till they (the 

leaf) become dry' (IIjjjS p ^ Ua^Ic- c qq^j aI*!). 

10. What does that mean? This means that: 
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(i) As long as the leaves are green on a qabr the punishment of the dead 
people will be reduced 

(ii) It is permissible to stick leaves on graves. This is what is known as 
planting over graves 

(iii) It is the sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w) to plant over the graves of the 
dead people. 

(iv) It is the 'Aqeedah of the prophet (s.a.w) that Allah will reduce the 
punishment of sinners in their graves. 

11. Did the prophet (s.a.w) commit an act of shirk or bid'ah when he placed 
these leaves on these two graves? NO NO NO 

12. Why is it then considered as shirk or bid'ah when the Ahlus Sunnah Wal 
Jama 'ah people do it? 



Recitins The Our 'an Is A Form OfSadaqa (Charity) 



Hadith No. 25 

Sunan an-Nasa'i » The Book ofZakah » Hadith 

The Book of Zakah 

Chapter (68): One Who Gives Charity In Secret 

Hazrt 'Uqbah bin 'Amir (ra) said that the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w) said: 



islamimanihsan.com 



Page 75 



0 ^ ~~ ^0 



Ai^iLalL jaUJI£ jij^lj jaUJI " Jli Jh\ Alii UJ^J L)i 



"The one who recites the Qur'an loudly is like one who gives charity openly, and 
the one who recites the Qur'an quietly is like one who gives charity in secret." 



Reference 


: Sunan an-Nasa'i 2561 


In-book reference 


: Book 23, Hadith 127 


English translation 


: Vol. 3, Book 23, Hadith 2562 



Other References: 

Sunan an-Nasa'i 1663 (Vol. 2, Book 20, Hadith 1664) 
Jami' Al Tirmidhi Vol. 1, Book 42, Hadith 2919 
Sunan Abi Dawud 1333 (Book 5, Hadith 1328) 



Points to be noted for both Hadith: 

1 . This is a Swahih Hadith 

2. It has been graded as Swahih by the Wahabi Guru Albani and Darussalam 

3. It is mentioned that 'The one who recites the Qur'an loudly is like one who 
gives charity openly,' (AilLillj jaUJ1£ jr>alli jAlkli). 



4. It is also mentioned that 'the one who recites the Qur'an quietly is like one 
who gives charity in secret.' (^j. ^il^l lj yu^\S^ ul3^^ J^f^^J)- 



5. What does that mean? This means that: 
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(i) The tilaawat of the Qur'an is a form of Sadaqa 

(ii) The tilaawat of the Qur'an is considered by Allah as a Sadaqa 

(iii) Tilaawat in a low voice is a Sadaqa 

(iv) Tilaawat in a high voice is Sadaqa 

6. Now, we have seen that giving Sadaqa to the dead people is recommended 
by the prophet (s.a.w). As such if giving Sadaqa is recommended and at the 
same time Tilaawat of the Qur'an is considered as Sadaqa, then there is 
ample human reasoning that giving the Tilaawat of the Qur'an as Sadaqa is 
permissible in Islam. 

7. Giving Tilaawat of the Qur'an is a form of Sadaqa for the dead also. 



Askins Du 'a Before Raisins The Body 



Hadith No. 26 



Sahih al-Bukhari » Companions o f the Prophet » Hadith 




Companions of the Prophet 



Chapter (6): The merits of 'Umar bin Al-Khattab 




Hazrat Ibn "Abbas (ra): 
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When (the dead body of) 'Umar was put on his deathbed, the people gathered 
around him and invoked (Allah) and prayed for him before the body was taken 
away, and I was amongst them. Suddenly I felt somebody taking hold of my 
shoulder and found out that he was 'Ali bin Abi Talib. 'Ali invoked Allah's Mercy 
for ^Umar and said, "You have not left behind you a person whose deeds I like to 
imitate and meet Allah with more than I like your deeds. By Allah! I always 
thought that Allah would keep you with your two companions, for very often I 
used to hear the Prophet (s.a.w) saying, 'I, Abu Bakr and 'Umar went (somewhere); 
I, Abu Bakr and ^Umar entered (somewhere); and I, Abu Bakr and ^Umar went 
out.'" 



Reference 


: Sahih al-Bukhari 3685 


In-book reference 


: Book 62, Hadith 35 


USC-MSA web (Enghsh) reference 


: Vol. 5, Book 57, Hadith 34 



Hadith No. 27 

Sahih Muslim » The Book o f the Merits o f the Companions » Hadith 




The Book of the Merits of the Companions 



Chapter: The Virtues Of 'Umar (RA) 
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Ibn Abu Mulaika (ra) reported: 

UjA! c jliivi lJI^j ml^ ^jli J lJI^ - c_4;i Mlij - 

^llli Aq'^i^"^^ ^Jd>^ (.5^ ^ 3^ ^^-^J Uj^ 'l>"^^ L>^^ c"!* 

JA£i ciil^ c^iij c^U^ ^ Alii .ill^ ji cs£. 

jjjj IjI dlik^j -J^ J^lj ^ " ^aijuJj A.;lic aAII 



I heard Ibn 'Abbas as saying: While 'Umar b. Khattab was placed in the coffin the 
people gathered around him. They praised him and supplicated for him before the 
bier was lifted up, and I was one amongst them. Nothing attracted my attention but 
a person who gripped my shoulder from behind. I saw towards him and found that 
he was 'All. He invoked Allah's mercy upon 'Umar and said: You have left none 
behind you (whose) deeds (are so enviable) that I love to meet Allah with them. By 
Allah, I hoped that Allah would keep you and your two associates together. I had 
often heard Allah's Messenger () as saying: I came and there came too Abu Bakr 
and 'Umar; I entered and there entered too Abu Bakr and 'Umar; I went out and 
there went out too Abu Bakr and 'Umar, and I hope and think that Allah will keep 
you along with them. 
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Reference 


: Sahih Muslim 2389 a 


In-book reference 


: Book 44, Hadith 18 


USC-MSA web (English) reference 


: Book 31, Hadith 5885 



Hadith No. 28 

Sunan Ibn Majah » The Book of the Sunnah - ^-^1 Hadith 
Hazrat Ibn Abi Mulaikah (ra) said: 

jjjij jii j! - jji^j (jj^^ j*"^^ "^^^^ 



"I heard Ibn 'Abbas say: 'When 'Umar was placed on his bed (i.e., his bier), the 
people around him gathered around him, praying and invoking blessings upon 
him,' or he said, 'praising him and invoking blessings upon him before (the bier) 
was lifted up, and I was among them. No one alarmed me except a man who 
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crowded against me and seized me by the shoulder. I turned and saw that it was 
'Ali bin Abu Talib. He prayed for mercy for 'Umar, then he said: "You have not left 
behind anyone who it is more beloved to me to meet Allah with the like of his 
deeds than yourself. By Allah, I think that Allah will most certainly unite you with 
your two companions, and that is because I often heard the Messenger of Allah 
saying: Abu Bakr, 'Umar and I went; Abu Bakr, 'Umar and I came in; Abu Bakr, 
'Umar and I went out.' So I think that Allah will most certainly join you to your 
two companions." (Sahih) 



English reference : Vol. 1, Book 1, Hadith 98 
Arabic reference : Book 1, Hadith 103 



Points to be noted: 

1. It is a Swahih Hadith 

2. It is a Muttafaq 'Alai Hadith (being recorded by both Imaam Bukhariy and 
Imaam Muslim) 

3. In all the 3 hadith it is mentioned that: 

(i) 'When (the dead body of) 'Umar was put on his deathbed, the people 
gathered around him and invoked (Allah) and prayed for him before 

the body was taken away' ( (JjjLui ^ qiSi*^ ^^Jd>^ c^*^ (^^^J 

^tijrj ji Jj3 Jjll^j hJ^^ and 'he was 'AH bin Abi TaUb. 'Ah 

invoked Allah's Mercy for 'Umar' ( j^ ^Jc- '^y^ ^gjc- t) 
(Bukhariy) 

(ii) 'Hazrat 'Umar b. Khattab was placed in the coffin the people gathered 
around him. They praised him and supplicated for him before the bier 



lifted up' ( (jjjuli ^qi^"!*^ ^Jjy^ (^s^ l-M^KW ^ ^^-^J 
^i3d (1)' 5^ (ll>^^J Jj^J Jj^-^ ) and 'He invoked 



was 
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Allah's mercy upon 'Umar' ( Jc- '^j^ IJ^ jA ijill) 

(Mushm) 

(iii) 'When 'Umar was placed on his bed (i.e., his bier), the people around 
him gathered around him, praying and invoking blessings upon him,' 
or he said, 'praising him and invoking blessings upon him before (the 

bier) was hfted up' ( ^ull aIj^I ^J^S^ i^J^ ^-^J 

111 

and 'And he was 'Ali bin Abu Talib. He prayed for mercy for 'Umar' 
(J^ (J^ y% (IbnMajah) 

4. What can be noticed here is the similarity among the 3 hadith. What did 
happen? 

5. It is said that when Hazrat 'Umar (ra) died the following occurred: 

(i) The Ashab (ra) gathered around him before his burial 

(ii) The Ashab (ra) invoked Allah for him before his burial 

(iii) The Ashab (ra) asked du'a for him before his burial 

(iv) Hazrat 'Ali (ra) asked for mercy of Allah for him before his burial 



As such it is the sunnah of the Hazrat Abdullah Ibn Abbas (ra), Hazrat 'Ali 
(ra) and the Ashab (ra) to: 

(i) Gather around the dead before burial 

(ii) Invoke Allah for the dead before burial 

(iii) Ask du'a for the dead before burial 

(iv) Ask the mercy of Allah for the dead before burial 
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General Conclusive Remarks: 



The following remarks can be noted through this small work: 



1. We have seen that Allah orders us to ask forgiveness for our brothers who 
came to earth before us, that is our dead people. (Verse 1) 

2. We have seen that Allah orders us to ask forgiveness for our parents. 

(Verse 2) 

3. We have seen that Allah orders us to ask forgiveness for ourselves, 
parents and believers. (Verse 3) 

4. We have seen that Allah orders us not to ask forgiveness for the unbelievers 
and the hypocrites. (Verse 4) 

5. We have seen that Allah orders us not to go and stand at the graves of the 
unbelievers and the hypocrites. (Verse 4) 

6. We have seen that when a man dies there are 3 things that benefit him and 
among them is a good useful pious child. (Hadith No. 1) 

7. We have seen that the prophet (s.a.w) ordered us to visit graves as a since of 
reminder of death. (Hadith No. 2) 

8. We have seen that the prophet (s.a.w) was allowed to visit the grave of his 
mother and ordered us to do likewise as that reminds us of Aakhirah. 

(Hadith No. 3) 

9. We have seen that the prophet (s.a.w) went to Jannat ul Baqi' and said that 
he was sent to Al Baqi' to pray for them. (Hadith No. 4) 

10. We have seen that the prophet (s.a.w) went to Al Baqi', he stayed for a 
long moment, he raised his hands 3 times and said that Allah ordered 
him to go to the people of Al Baqi' and ask forgiveness for them. (Hadith 
No. 5) 

11. We have seen that the prophet (s.a.w) used to go to the graves of Al Baqi' 
each time it was the night of Hazrat Aisha (ra). (Hadith No. 6) 
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12. We have seen that the prophet (s.a.w) formulated different kinds of du'a 
for the dead people. (Hadith No. 7) 

13. We have seen that the prophet (s.a.w) went to the grave of a dead person 
who was buried the previous day and perform the funeral prayer at his 
grave. (Hadith No. 8) 

14. We have seen that the prophet (s.a.w) went to the grave of a dead person 
for a whole period of 1 month and at another occasion he went after one 
month. (Hadith No. 9) 

15. We have seen that the prophet (s.a.w) went to the grave of the Ashab of 
Uhud after 8 years. (Hadith No. 10) 

16. We have seen that the prophet (s.a.w) went to the grave of a dead person and 
after burial he stayed for a long time, asked forgiveness for the dead and 
pray for his remembrance of the questions in Qabr. (Hadith No. 11) 

17. We have seen that the prophet (s.a.w) taught his Ashab to make du'a for 
the dead people with sincerity. (Hadith No. 12) 

18. We have seen a hadith where the prophet (s.a.w) taught us to pray for the 
dead as well as for the living at a grave. (Hadith No. 13) 

19. We have seen hadith where Surah Al Faatiha and another Surah are 
recited loudly by a dead person and it is a sunnah. (Hadith No. 14) 

20. We have seen hadith where Surah Yaaseen is recited over the dead 
people. (Hadith No. 15) 

21. We have seen hadith where the prophet (s.a.w) went to a grave of a dead 
person after days, performed the Swalaat ul Janaza, Takbir, Tilaawat, 
Darood Ibrahim and Du'a for the dead person. (Hadith No. 16) 

22. We have seen hadith where through du'a Allah illuminates the Qabr of a 
dead person. (Hadith No. 17) 

23. We have seen hadith where if there is the presence of 40 men at a funeral, 
Allah will consider the 40 men as intercessors for the dead men. (Hadith 
No. 18) 

24. We have seen another hadith where if there is the presence of 100 men at a 
funeral, Allah will consider the 100 men as intercessors for the dead men. 
(Hadith No. 19) 
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25. We have seen that Sadaqa for the dead people in form of a Garden is 
permissible and Sunnah (Hadith no. 20) 

26. We have seen that Sadaqa for the dead people in form of a Fasting (Sawm / 
Roza) is permissible and Sunnah (Hadith No. 21) 

27. We have seen that Sadaqa for the dead people in form of a Hajj is 
permissible and Sunnah (Hadith No. 21) 

28. We have seen that Sadaqa for the dead people in form of Water is 
permissible and Sunnah (Hadith No. 22) 

29. We have seen that Sadaqa for the dead people in form of Wealth is 
permissible and Sunnah (Hadith No. 23) 

30. We have seen that Sadaqa for the dead people reduces the sins of the dead 
people and is permissible and Sunnah (Hadith No. 23) 

31. We have seen that sticking and planting leaves over the graves of the dead 
people reduces the sins of the dead people and is permissible and Sunnah 
(Hadith No. 24) 

32. We have seen that the Tilaawat of the Qur'an is considered as Sadaqa by 

Allah, then why can't we give such Sadaqa (Tilaawat of the Qur'an) to the 
dead people. (Hadith No. 25) 

33. We have seen that when Hazrat 'Umar (ra) died the following occurred the 
Ashab (ra) gathered around him before his burial, the Ashab (ra) invoked 
Allah for him before his burial, the Ashab (ra) asked du'a for him before his 
burial and Hazrat 'Ali (ra) asked for mercy of Allah for him before his burial 
(Hadith No. 26, 27, 28) 

34. If the collectors of hadith have made in their books chapters like: 

(i) 'Visiting the graves' (jj^^ S-^^) 

(ii) 'What Has Been Related About The Permission To Visit The Graves' 
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(iii) 'The Order To Seek Forgiveness For The Believers' ( ^y^\ 

(iv) 'What is to be said when entering the graveyard and supplicating for 
its occupants' ( tgJAV ^-Ic^^ilij Jj^i Jj^^ %^ l}% ^ 

(v) 'Supplicating for the deceased during the (funeral) prayer' ( ^-ilj 



(vi) 'What Has Been Related About (Performing) The (Funeral) Salat 
Over The Grave' (jjali Jo J i^lk U c_iIj) 

(vii) 'Praying For Forgiveness By The Grave Of The Dead (Deceased) At 
The Time Of Departing (Burial)' ( tjV^lj jjali 'Sic. jUilljVi 

<A\y^\ Cij J) 

(viii) 'The Supplication For The Deceased' (t jV^lj ^Ic^^ill l_iIj) 

(ix) 'Tilaawat (Reciting the Qur'an) by the Dead' ( ^ '^^l3^^ 

r'lVj) 

(x) 'To offer the (funeral) Salat on the grave after the burial of the 
deceased' ((jS^J 1^ «^ jJ^i (Jc- l-jIj) 

(xi) 'Praying over the grave' 

(xii) 'If forty people pray for a person, they will intercede for him' ( ^-ilj 
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(xiii) 'If one hundred (people) pray for a person, they will intercede for 
him' (A^ \ jxijoi AjLa aAIc (j^ *-t^^) 

(xiv) 'If somebody gives a piece of land as an bequest (charity) and does 
not mark its boundaries it is permissible and as well as charity' ( (-^Ij 

(xv) 'Placing a leaf of a date palm over the grave' ( 1^^^ r^i>^^ 

This means that these chapters are their 'Aqeedah and Madhhab Or else they 
would not have included them in their Books of Hadith. When a title is given to a 
chapter? It is when the chapter is important and worthy. 



3 5. My simple questions are: 

(i) If in Swalaat ul Janaza there is the recitation (Tilaawat) of Surah 
Faatiha, is it not reciting verses of the Qur'an by the dead person? 

(ii) If the prophet (s.a.w) has advised us to read Surah Yaaseen by our 
dead people, is it not considered as Tilaawat of the Qur'an by the side 
of our dead? 

(iii) If the prophet (s.a.w) has advised us to read Surah Faatiha and Surah 
Yaaseen by a dead person, what is the real purpose except that these 
surah will benefit the dead? 

(iv) If the Tilaawat of the Qur'an does not benefit the dead, why then did 
the prophet advise us to read surah Faatiha in the Swalaat ul Janaza? 

(v) If the Tilaawat of the Qur'an does not benefit the dead, why then did 
the prophet advise us to read surah Faatiha in the Swalaat ul Janaza? 

(vi) If by donating a garden, wealth and water as Sadaqa this will benefit 
the dead people in their graves, what about the Tilaawat (reading) of 
the Qur'an? 



islamimanihsan.com 



Page 87 



(vii) Will the Tilaawat help the dead people? 

(viii) If by fasting (Sawm) and performing the Hajj as Sadaqa this will 
benefit the dead people in their graves, what about the Tilaawat 
(reading) of the Qur'an? 

(ix) Will the Tilaawat help the dead people? 

(x) If by making a Sadaqa this will reduce the sins of the dead people, 
what about the Tilaawat (reading) of the Qur'an. 

36. If we take one hadith each at a time and set the right questions, we will see 
the truth. 

The concepts of Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama'ah on this present topic 'Visiting 
Graves And Isaaluth Thawaab For The Dead' is founded from the Qur'an and 
Sunnah of the prophet (s.a.w). All these above hadith have been taken from 
genuine books of hadith of Bukhariy, Muslim, Abu Dawood, Tirmidhi, Nasa'i, Ibn 
Majah and Al Muwatta. 

No one can dare to say that these hadith are false FOR 
THE SIMPLE REASON like who is more learned in the 
field of Hadith than these above collectors? 

The irony in such situation is that those 'Ulama who used to criticize the 
above mentioned Collections of Hadith (Bukhari, Muslim, Ibn Majah etc ...) 
saying that such and such hadith is weak or false are these same persons who 
studied the methodologies of the collectors of hadith mentioned above. And now 
they pretend to be more learned and dared to say that not all hadith are swahih or 
hasan in the collections of Hadith. For example, the Wahabi Salafi Albani has 
edited the Swahih Al Bukhariy and launched a new book 'Swahih ul adab il 
Mufrad' where he has removed all the supposed to be false hadith in Bukhariy and 
included only the Swahih in his book as if he has the 'ilm higher than Imam 
Bukhariy to act as such. Imam Bukhariy wrote the book 'Adab ul Mufrad' and the 
Wahabi Albani corrected Imam Bukhariy and his book. This is how Wahabi 
works. 

The fields of hadith literature, Asma ur Rijaal, Hadith criticism etc ... have 
been developed and standardised during the time of the Tabi'in, Taba'ut Tabi'in 
and the times of the above mentioned collectors of hadith. How can someone not 
from these periods who have studied under the methodologies of the 'Ulama of 
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these periods criticize such people? These are hypocrites and ungrateful people 
with mean characters. 

Now it is up to you . . . readers to derive your own conclusions. 

Allah and His Rasoul Muhammad Mustwafa (s.a.w) know best. 6 Dhul Qa'dah 
1434/ 13 September 2013 
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